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CONSTITUTION OF INDIA

Preamble
WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having
solemnly resolved to constitute India into a
SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
and to secure to all its citizens:
JUSTICE
Social, economic and political;
LIBERTY
of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship;
EQUALITY
of status and of opportunity; and to
promote among them all
FRATERNITY
assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and
integrity of the Nation;
IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY
this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do
HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO

1

1

/

S

N>

0. Dodhanen, FFde é:é&ééﬁ;owe::ﬁ: Q0SB0 oS 03T SEH8E, HAY S BorrodyoBe® L%?éé

® \
2P0 U2232,010 - I°0 e

TPezg0n K @B $HothHer, TP BTy, Jogeid, PHEDH HTEEN, ;A ASK0D BPEDoe;
8% ol DeToerinSH SNBINS & sGRDK HHIYCHOW BoHE O ©H1BoHHE;
Fydela) @"6523"&63&%0, &éege‘é, SEVeIata ) ééagoé)éa 08k Hodgoiheo.

TS0 BBotHey 5B EBIHD @8 1S Vaswe;

o8 (Do il D8, Pl (Frodiod, Y SDEE0O0 0K, FPBIHND, ABEB grdndd
208robohey, o S0 Bhoth vt DEIEE;

08 e3pé ‘éoﬁ@@fb, 00008 Yodrrairesy 80N E§othes;

XHen, VBN, Sthen, BEd woHHos® B (7888 HOJT 0D PG 0950 Ddoer LoBSm
308 £Ho ke Eoewe(3S SOA Hotdeo.

@@dﬁ: cse)é“)wﬁ)& a@:vzéaé@wm@, &g;é:éa, éoégréea é@s&){;\ ROPORODHEKE0;

(e @R HoBgothes, drod DETE;

%30, Sl Bswes (@GS EEHD HOLSBL.
1 o Sod Hoenrd $od&Bkne SoHy) EOAS arendsd Soe 08D Y Sol@ S LoTEBDHAIMTIHR)
358 B3 S DotSTRREE S $HoBEHVS DTFEIH wdsedsinen Y0NS,

(968890 51 A) )

~

ATTE), B&O N
6 Qo0& 14 JoIFInew Dowolds G (’06?3063 QOF0d Jgdobotmds ﬁ@%o:ﬁa&&é& W
ARS 1, 2010 $r0& ©Z0eTE SQ0B.
HROS' JwgrgoTeo:
DYOOEBE WOLETENS® FETOOK JTYENTOSTO.
FETOOR FOF SdHol §dyowd.
DY SINE SAS SEHES® BByo=d.
50500980 i SEHBS® BOS ST '8 08" SXrSom SoKkirds HBgEIEe Ao,
LZ)E‘?gé VIT W EOS HYOK FT Y0 VYOS I ISIESINOVT A SrrSDHS e Dw&éxﬂ BASTD.
0GS® BENF'TAE Dol HOEe AEGTrowT . D0 Sdod», Thew Sdrwd BohHo .
0&S* TOS Dye W BIJcDE0, ©8 SEKBS® EIFAoWEO BT .
299) FT888omr, SrdvEomr Srodotordd.
$0%009) dgdes Bgo, 28 S8 HEgreo BII 5800 BE Do wdS® PITA) AT ELBT .
S0 08 el TO SPGB GIT oS0 JoHMOTD.
20 JGTODS FHogrgen FHoBer S ETFHS0, Sorergosso Gomd.
AOIod DG FrERBogHEE DYOB Jerold 578 HOFwd AErowT .
ST HoHET 0 PYoNSHIEN, JOF0Ld DBY FERgSSE FPETOS” Dowd FIFKSWY.
RIS STrok, H8Ere H0PB0K IEY0td) BT BodS Dywd I DS ISESL KHisLow
WrEd.
® Trargor{od® FoddHONY Jenets wlwom, Dwgc&éo:ﬁa 80300, BOoSYIE KBTI 88S* 0

/

DS B0 DNR8 ST e 8 SrFrodowrd.




BIOLOGY
Class - VIII, Semester - 1

Text Book Development Committee

Sri Praveen Prakash 1AS
Principal Secretary to Government
Department of School Education, AP

Sri. S. Suresh Kumar I1AS

Commissioner of School Education , AP

Sri. B. Srinivasa Rao IAS sri. K. Ravindranath Reddy MA., B.Ed.
State Project Director, Samagra Shiksha, AP Director, Government Textbook Press, AP

Dr. B. Pratap Reddy MA., B.Ed., Ph.D.
Director, SCERT, AP

Programme Co-ordinators

Dr. G. Kesava Reddy Smt. V. Swarnalatha
Prof. C&T, SCERT, AP Lecturer, C&T, SCERT, AP

Subject Co-ordinator

Smt. K. Rama Mani
Prof. in Biology, SCERT, AP

Asst. Subject Co-ordinators

Sri D. David Dr. Y. Giri Babu Yadav
Lecturer, SCERT, AP Professor, SCERT, AP

Technical Co-ordinator

Dr. Ch.V.S. Ramesh Kumar
Lecturer, SCERT, AP




© Government of Andhra Pradesh, Amaravati

First Published 2022
New Impression - 2023, 2024

All rights reserved

No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted, in any form or by any means
without the prior permission in writing of the
publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any
form of binding or cover other than that in
which it is published and without a similar
condition including this condition being
imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

The copyright holder of this book is the
Commissioner of School Education,
Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh.

This book has been printed on 70 G.S.M. SS Maplitho
Title Page 220 G.S.M. White Art Card

@ree distribution by Samagra Shiksha, Government of Andhra Prades@

Printed in India
atthe A.P. Govt. Text Book Press
Amaravati
Andhra Pradesh




Dr. A. Amruthavalli, Associate Prof.,
Dept. of Microbiology, ANU, Guntur

Sri K. Sree Ramulu
HOD (Retd.), Dept. of Zoology,
VSR and NVR College, Tenali

Editors for Translation

Dr. IHGN Prasad
Lecturer (Retd.), SCERT, AP

Dr. G. Swathi
Assistant Professor, Zoology Dept.

Govt. Degree and PG College, Puttur

Smt. G. Sudha Lakshmi
Lecturer, SCERT, AP

Translators

Smt. S. Uma Maheswari
School Assistant (BS), ZPHS, IPPILI,
Srikakulam (M), Srikakulam Dist.

Sri Sk. Mohammad Gouse

School Assistant (BS), STZPHS Kotappa Konda,
Narasaraopet (M), Palanadu Dist.

Sri Y. Hema Sundara Rao

School Assistant (BS), DIET, Vomaravalli,
Gara (M), Srikakulam Dist.

Sri Nusum Chinna Moula

School Assistant (BS), MVRRZPHS,
Narasapuram, Indukurpet (M), SPSR Nellore Dist.

Sri V. Satya Ramachandra Rao

Sri Md. Zakir Ahmed

School Assistant (BS), SMKZPHS,

Movva, Krishna Dist.

Sri P. Satya Prakash

School Assistant (BS), ZPHS, Konda Gumpam,
Nellimarla (M), Vizianagaram Dist.

Sri V. Satya Rao

School Assistant (BS), ZPHS, Denderu,
Kothavalasa (M), Vizianagaram Dist.

Sri K. Sairam

School Assistant (BS), ZPHS, Konda Kuduru,
Ainavilli (M), East Godavari Dist.

Sri V. Hariprasad, Technical Support

School Assistant (BS) SDRSA ZPHS, Tatiparthi, SGT, MPPS, Kotha Muddepalli,

' Gollaprolu (M), East Godavari Dist.

Designing & Page Layout: Stock Assortment, Bapatla.

Peddapanjani (M), Chittoor dt.




Textbook Development Committee
(NCERT)

CHAIRPERSON, ADVISORY GROUP FOR TEXTBOOKS IN SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS

J.V. Narlikar, Emeritus Professor, Inter University Centre for Astronomy and
Astrophysics (IUCCA), Ganeshkhind, Pune University, Pune

CHIEF ADVISOR

V.B. Bhatia, Professor (Retd.) (Physics), Delhi University, Delhi

MEMBERS

Bharati Sarkar, Reader (Retd.) (Zoology), Maitreyi College, Delhi University,
Delhi

C. V. Shimray, Lecturer, Department of Education in Science and Mathematics,
(DESM), NCERT, Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi

Gagandeep Bajaj, Lecturer, Department of Education, SPM College, Delhi
University, Delhi

H.C. Jain, Principal, (Retd.) Regional Institute of Education, Ajmer

Harsh Kumari, Headmistress, CIE Experimental Basic School, Department of
Education, Delhi University, Delhi

J. S. Gill, Professor (Retd.), DESM, NCERT, Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi
Kanhiya Lal, Principal (Retd.), Directorate of Education, Delhi

Lalita S. Kumar, Reader (Chemistry), School of Sciences, Indira Gandhi National
Open University (IGNOU), Maidan Garhi, New Delhi

P.C. Agarwal, Reader, Regional Institute of Education, Ajmer

P.S. Yadava, Professor, Department of Life Sciences, Manipur University,
Imphal

Puranchand, Professor and Joint Director (Retd.), Central Institute of
Educational Technology (CIET), NCERT, Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi

R. Joshi, Lecturer (SG), DESM, NCERT, Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi
Rachna Garg, Lecturer, Central Institute of Educational Technology (CIET),
NCERT, Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi

Rashmi Sharma, Lecturer, North-East Regional Institute of Education, Shillong
R.K. Parashar, Reader, Regional Institute of Education, Bhubaneshwar
Ruchi Verma, Lecturer, DESM, NCERT, Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi
Shashi Prabha, Lecturer, DESM, NCERT, Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi

Sunila Masih, Teacher, Mitra GHS School, Suhagpur, P.O. Hoshangabad,
Madhya Pradesh

MEMBER-COORDINATOR
R. S. Sindhu, Professor, DESM, NCERT, Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi



Foreword

The National Curriculum Framework (NCF), 2005, recommends that children’s life
at school must be linked to their life outside the school. This principle marks a
departure from the legacy of bookish learning which continues to shape our system
and causes a gap between the school, home and community. The syllabi and textbooks
developed on the basis of NCF signify an attempt to implement this basic idea. They
also attempt to discourage rote learning and the maintenance of sharp boundaries
between different subject areas. We hope these measures will take us significantly
further in the direction of a child-centred system of education outlined in the National
Policy on Education (1986).

The success of this effort depends on the steps that school principals and
teachers will take to encourage children to reflect on their own learning and to
pursue imaginative activities and questions. We must recognise that, given space,
time and freedom, children generate new knowledge by engaging with the
information passed on to them by adults. Treating the prescribed textbook as the
sole basis of examination is one of the key reasons why other resources and sites
of learning are ignored. Inculcating creativity and initiative is possible if we
perceive and treat children as participants in learning, not as receivers of a fixed
body of knowledge.

These aims imply considerable change in school routines and mode of
functioning. Flexibility in the daily time-table is as necessary as rigour in
implementing the annual calendar so that the required number of teaching days
are actually devoted to teaching. The methods used for teaching and evaluation
will also determine how effective this textbook proves for making children’s life at
school a happy experience, rather than a source of stress or boredom. Syllabus
designers have tried to address the problem of curricular burden by restructuring
and reorienting knowledge at different stages with greater consideration for child
psychology and the time available for teaching. The textbook attempts to enhance
this endeavour by giving higher priority and space to opportunities for contemplation
and wondering, discussion in small groups and activities requiring hands-on
experience.

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) appreciates
the hard work done by the textbook development committee responsible for this
book. We wish to thank the Chairperson of the advisory group in science and
mathematics, Professor J.V. Narlikar and the Chief Advisor for this book, Professor
V.B. Bhatia for guiding the work of this committee. Several teachers contributed to
the development of this textbook. We are grateful to their principals for making this
possible. We are indebted to the institutions and organisations which have generously



permitted us to draw upon their resources, material and personnel. We are especially
grateful to the members of the National Monitoring Committee, appointed by the
Department of Secondary and Higher Education, Ministry of Human Resource
Development under the Chairpersonship of Professor Mrinal Miri and Professor G.P.
Deshpande, for their valuable time and contribution.

As an organisation committed to systemic reform and continuous improvement
in the quality of its products, NCERT welcomes comments and suggestions which
will enable us to undertake further revision and refinement.

Director
New Delhi National Council of Educational
30 November 2007 Research and Training









Preface

This book is the outcome of the efforts of the textbook development committee
appointed by the NCERT. The committee met a few times to interact with one
another to improve the draft. Then there was a review meeting in which many
experts and practicing school teachers were invited to review the draft and suggest
improvements.

By and large we have stuck to the format of the Class VII book. By now famous
characters, Boojho and Paheli, have been used to make the text interactive.
Attempt has been made to recall children’s own experiences and build concepts
around them. This is designed to connect science that they study in the school
with their everyday life.

Many activities have been suggested to clarify concepts. Some of these activities
are so simple that children can perform them on their own. The requirement of
the apparatus required for the activities is minimal. We performed all the activities
ourselves to ensure that there was no difficulty in performing them in the school
situation. The activities should also help children in developing skills such as
presentation of data in tabular and graphical forms, reasoning and drawing
inference from the given data.

The language of the book has been kept as simple as possible. A large number
of photographs, illustrations, cartoons, etc. have been included to make the book
attractive. To help teachers evaluate children effectively, a large number of
exercises have been given at the end of each chapter. The teachers are encouraged
to frame additional exercises to test children’s understanding. Some challenging
exercises have also been devised for those children who would like to appear for
the National Talent Search Examination conducted by the NCERT.

We are conscious of the fact that there is a paucity of additional reading material
for children. We have tried to address this problem by providing non-evaluative
boxes. These boxes, in light orange, contain additional information, anecdotes,
stories, strange facts and other such interesting materials.

We all know that children are mischievous and playful by nature. Therefore,
in order to prevent any untoward incident during the performance of the activities
in the school or outside, necessary cautions, in magenta, have been inserted at
various places in the book.

To prepare children to assume their roles as responsible citizens of tomorrow,
attempt has been made to sensitise them to the issues concerning gender, religion,
environment, health and hygiene, water scarcity and energy conservation. We
have sought to weave into the text the value of cooperation and the importance of
peer learning.

An important feature of the book is what we call Extended Learning. These
are totally non-evaluative, and purely voluntary activities and projects. Some of
the projects in this section have been designed to enhance children’s interaction
with the experts, teachers, even parents, and society at large. The children are
required to collect information of various kinds and draw conclusions of their own.

My request to teachers and parents is to use the book in the spirit in which it
has been written. Encourage children to perform activities and learn by doing,
rather than by rote. You can supplement, or even replace, the activities given



here. If you feel that you have better alternatives, especially with your local/
regional flavour, please write to us so that these activities could be used in the
future editions of the book.

We have been able to include only a small subset of children’s experiences.
You have a better knowledge of their experiences because you are in touch with
them. Use them to illustrate the concepts being taught. Above all, please do not
stifle children’s natural curiosity. Encourage them to ask questions, even if
sometimes you feel uncomfortable. If you do not know the answer to a question on
the spot, do not feel embarrassed. You can promise them to find the answer and
deal with it later. Make a genuine attempt to get the answer from whatever
resources are within your reach, such as senior school or college teachers, experts,
libraries, internet etc. If, inspite of your efforts, you cannot get the answer to
some question, you could write to NCERT.

I must thank the NCERT for enabling us to talk to children through the medium
of this book. Every member of the NCERT has been courteous and helpful to us.

In the end, I must express my gratitude to the members of the Editing Team,
who worked tirelessly to help me bring the book to the present form. If you and
your students find this book useful and enjoy teaching/learning science through
this book, the Editing Team and I shall consider ourselves well-rewarded.

V.B. BHatia

ChiefAdvisor
Textbook Development Committee
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A Note for the Students

The team of Paheli and Boojho will be with you as you journey through this
textbook. They love to ask questions. All kinds of questions come to their
minds and they collect them in their sacks. Sometimes, they may share
some of the questions with you, as you read through the chapters.

Paheli and Boojho are also on the lookout for answers to many
questions — sometimes the questions seem answered after they discuss
them with each other, sometimes through discussions with other classmates,
teachers or their parents. Answers to some questions do not seem available
even after all these. They might need to experiment on their own, read books
in the library, send questions to scientists. Just dig and dig and dig into all
possibilities and see if the questions can be answered. Perhaps, they would
carry some of the unanswered questions in their sacks to higher classes.

What will really thrill them would be your adding questions to their
sacks or answers to their questions. Sometimes, activities are suggested in
the textbook, results or findings of these by different groups of students
would be of interest to other students and teachers. You can complete the
suggested activities and send your results or findings to Paheli and Boojho.
Do keep in mind that activities that involve using blades, scissors or fire
need to be done strictly under the care of your teachers. Stick to the
precautions given and then enjoy doing all the suggested activities. Mind,
the book will not be able to help you much, if the activities are not completed!

We would like to advise you that you must make observations yourself
and record whatever results you get. Keen and true observations are
necessary for exploring any subject of study. For some reason your results
may turn out to be different from those of your classmates. Do not worry.
Try to find out the reason for these results instead of disregarding them. Do
not ever copy results from your classmate.

You can send your feedback for Paheli and Boojho at:

The Head

Department of Education in
Science and Mathematics,
NCERT;, Sri Aurobindo Marg,
New Delhi 110016
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Jana gana mana adhinayaka jaya he
Bharata bhagya vidhata
Panjaba Sindhu Gujarata Maratha
Dravida Utkala Banga
Vindhya Himachala Yamuna Ganga
uchchala jaladhi taranga

Tava Subha name jage, tave subha asisa
mage,

gahe tava jaya gatha.

Jana gana mangala dayaka jaya he
Bharata bhagya vidhata.
Jaya he, Jaya he, Jaya he,

jaya jaya jaya jaya he.
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India is my country. All Indians are my brothers and sisters.
Ilove my country and I am proud of its rich and varied heritage.
I shall always strive to be worthy of it.

Ishall give my parents, teachers and all elders respect,
and treat everyone with courtesy. I shall be kind to animals.
To my country and my people, I pledge my devotion.

In their well-being and prosperity alone lies my happiness.
- Pydimarri Venkata Subba Rao
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CHAPTER
L

CELL — STRUCTURE AND F'UNCTIONS

‘. 7 ou have already learnt that things
around us are either living or
non-living. Further, you may

recall that all living organisms carry out

certain basic functions. Can you list
these functions?

Different sets of organs perform the
various functions you have listed. In this
chapter, you shall learn about the basic
structural unit of an organ, which is the
cell. Cells may be compared to bricks.
Bricks are assembled to make a
building. Similarly, cells are assembled
to make the body of every organism.

1.1 Discovery of the Cell

Robert Hooke in 1665 observed slices
of cork under a simple magnifying
device. Cork is a part of the bark of a
tree. He took thin slices of cork and
observed them under a microscope. He
noticed partitioned boxes or
compartments in the cork slice (Fig. 1.1).

Fig. 1.1: Cork cells as observed by
Robert Hooke

0854CH08

These boxes appeared like a honey-
comb. He also noticed that one box was
separated from the other by a wall or
partition. Hooke coined the term ‘cell’
for each box. What Hooke observed as
boxes or cells in the cork were actually
dead cells.

Cells of living organisms could be
observed only after the discovery of
improved microscopes. Very little was
known about the cell for the next 150
years after Robert Hooke’s
observations. Today, we know a lot
about cell structure and its functions
because of improved microscopes
having high magnification.

1.2 The Cell

Both, bricks in a building and cells in
the living organisms, are basic
structural units [Fig. 1.2(a), (b)]. The
buildings, though built of similar bricks,
have different designs, shapes and sizes.
Similarly, in the living world, organisms
differ from one another but all are made
up of cells. Cells in the living organisms
are complex living structures unlike
non-living bricks.

A hen’s egg can be seen
easily. Is it a cell or a
group of cells?
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(a) Brick wall
Fig. 1.2 : Brick wall and onion peel

The egg of a hen represents a single
cell and is big enough to be seen by
the unaided eye.

1.3 Organisms show Variety
in Cell Number, Shape and
Size

How do scientists observe and study the

living cells? They use microscopes which

magnify objects. Stains (dyes) are used
to colour parts of the cell to study the
detailed structure.

There are millions of living
organisms. They are of different shapes
and sizes. Their organs also vary in
shape, size and number of cells. Let us
study about some of them.

Number of Cells

Can you guess the number of cells in a
tall tree or in a huge animal like the
elephant? The number runs into
billions and trillions. Human body has
trillions of cells which vary in shapes
and sizes. Different groups of cells
perform a variety of functions.

A billion is a thousand million. A
trillion is a thousand billion.

(b) Onion peel

Organisms made of more than one
cell are called multicellular (multi :
many; cellular : cell) organisms. The
number of cells being less in smaller
organisms does not, in any way, affect
the functioning of the organisms. You
will be surprised to know that an
organism with billions of cells begins
life as a single cell which is the fertilised
egg. The fertilised egg cell multiplies
and the number of cells increase as
development proceeds.

Look at Fig 1.3 (a) and (b). Both
organisms are made up of a single cell.
The single-celled organisms are called
unicellular (uni : one; cellular : cell)

Fig. 1.3 : (a) Amoeba (b) Paramecium
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organisms. A single-celled organism
performs all the necessary functions
that multicellular organisms perform.

A single-celled organism, like
amoeba, captures and digests food,
respires, excretes, grows and
reproduces. Similar functions in
multicellular organisms are carried out
by groups of specialised cells forming
different tissues. Tissues, in turn, form
organs.

Activity 1.1

The teacher may show a permanent
slide of amoeba and paramecium
under a microscope. Alternatively,
the teacher can collect pond water
and show these organisms by
preparing the slides.

Shape of Cells

Refer to Fig. 1.3 (a). How do you define
the shape of amoeba in the figure?
You may say that the shape appears
irregular. Infact, amoeba has no
definite shape, unlike other
organisms. It keeps on changing its
shape. Observe the projections of
varying lengths protruding out of its
body. These are called pseudopodia
(pseudo : false; podia : feet), as you
learnt in Class VII. These projections
appear and disappear as amoeba
moves or feeds.

What advantage does
amoeba derive by
changing shape?

The change in shape is due to
formation of pseudopodia
which facilitates movement
and help in capturing food.

A white blood cell (WBC) in human
blood is another example of a single cell
which can change its shape. But while
WBC is a cell, amoeba is a full fledged
organism capable of independent
existence.

What shape would you expect in
organisms with millions of cells? Fig.
1.4 (a, b, c) shows different cells such
as blood, muscle and nerve of human
beings. The different shapes are related
to their specific functions.

Generally, cells are round, spherical
or elongated [Fig. 1.4(a)]. Some cells are
long and pointed at both ends. They
exhibit a spindle shape [Fig. 1.4(b)].
Cells sometimes are quite long. Some
are branched like the nerve cell or a
neuron [Fig. 1.4(c)]. The nerve cell
receives and transfers messages,
thereby

Fig. 1.4 : (a) Spherical red blood cells
of humans, (b) Spindle
shaped muscle cells,

(c) Long branched nerve cell AN
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helping to control and coordinate the
working of different parts of the body.
Can you guess, which part of the cell
gives it shape? Components of the cell
are enclosed in a membrane. This
membrane provides shape to the cells
of plants and animals. Cell wall is an
additional covering over the cell
membrane in plant cells. It gives shape
and rigidity to these cells (Fig. 1.7).
Bacterial cell also has a cell wall.

Size of Cells

The size of cells in living organisms may
be as small as a millionth of a metre
(micrometre or micron) or may be as
large as a few centimetres. However,
most of the cells are microscopic in size
and are not visible to the unaided eye.
They need to be enlarged or magnified
by a microscope. The smallest cell is 0.1
to 0.5 micrometre in bacteria. The
largest cell measuring 170 mm x130
mm, is the egg of an ostrich.

Activity 1.2

Boil a hen’s egg. Remove the shell.
What do you observe? A white
material surrounds the yellow part.
White material is albumin which
solidifies on boiling. The yellow part
is yolk. It is part of the single cell.
You can observe this single cell
without any magnifying device.

Are the cells in an
elephant larger than the
cells in a rat?

The size of the cells has no relation
with the size of the body of the animal or

plant. It is not necessary that the cells in
the elephant be much bigger than those
in a rat. The size of the cell is related to
its function. For example, nerve cells,
both in the elephant and rat, are long
and branched. They perform the same
function, that of transferring messages.

1.4 Cell Structure and Function

You have learnt that each living
organism has many organs. You have
studied in Class VII about the digestive
organs which together constitute the
digestive system. Each organ in the
system performs different functions
such as digestion, assimilation and
absorption. Similarly, different organs
of a plant perform specific/specialised
functions. For example, roots help in
the absorption of water and minerals.
Leaves, as you have learnt in Class VII,
are responsible for synthesis of food.

Each organ is further made up of
smaller parts called tissues. A tissue is
a group of similar cells performing a
specific function.

Paheli realised that an organ is made
up of tissues which in turn, are made
up of cells. The cell in a living organism
is the basic structural unit.

1.5 Parts of the Cell
Cell Membrane

The basic components of a cell are cell
membrane, cytoplasm and nucleus
(Fig. 1.7). The cytoplasm and nucleus
are enclosed within the cell membrane,
also called the plasma membrane. The
membrane separates cells from one
another and also the cell from the
surrounding medium. The plasma
membrane is porous and allows the
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movement of substances or materials
both inward and outward.

Activity 1.3

In order to observe the basic
components of the cell, take an
onion bulb. Remove the dry pink
coverings (peels). You can easily
separate these from the fleshy white
layers of the bulb with the help of
forceps or even with your hand. You
can also break the onion bulb and
separate out thin layers. Place a
small piece of the thin onion peel
in a drop of water on a glass slide.
The thin layer can be cut into
smaller pieces with the help of a
blade or forceps. Add a drop of
methylene blue solution to the layer
and place a coverslip on it. While
placing the coverslip ensure that
there are no air bubbles under the
coverslip. Observe the slide under
the microscope. Draw and label.
You may compare it with Fig. 1.5.

The boundary of the onion cell is the
cell membrane covered by another
thick covering called the cell wall. The
central dense round body in the centre
is called the nucleus. The jelly-like

“F——__nucleus
= cytoplasm

Fig. 1.5 : Cells observed in an onion peel

substance between the nucleus and
the cell membrane is called cytoplasm.

I want to know why plant
cells need cell walls?

You have learnt earlier that the cell
membrane gives shape to the cell. In
addition to the cell membrane, there
is an outer thick layer in cells of plants
called cell wall. This additional layer
surrounding the cell membrane is
required by plants for protection. Plant
cells need protection against variations
in temperature, high wind speed,
atmospheric moisture etc. They
are exposed to these variations
because they cannot move. Cells can
be observed in the leaf peel of
Tradescantia, Elodea or Rhoeo. You
can prepare a slide as in the case
of onion.

Paheli asks Boojho if he can also
observe animal cells.

Activity 1.4

Take a clean tooth pick, or a
matchstick with the tip broken.
Scrape inside of your cheek without
hurting it. Place it in a drop of water
on a glass slide. Add a drop of iodine
and place a coverslip over it.
Alternatively, add 1-2 drops of
methylene blue solution. Observe
it under the microscope. You may
notice several cells in the scraped
material (Fig. 1.6). You can identify
the cell membrane, the cytoplasm
and nucleus. A cell wall is absent
in animal cells.
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Gene

Gene is a unit of inheritance in living
organisms. It controls the transfer of
a hereditary characteristic from
parents to offspring. This means that
your parents pass some of their
characteristics on to you. If your father
has brown eyes, you may also have
brown eyes. If your mother has curly
hair, you might also end up having
curly hair. However, the different
combination of genes from parents

nuclear cytoplasm
membrane o
nucleus
cell mem-
brane
Fig. 1.6 : Human cheek cells
Cytoplasm

It is the jelly-like substance present
between the cell membrane and the
nucleus. Various other components, or
organelles, of cells are present in the
cytoplasm. These are mitochondria,
golgi bodies, ribosomes, etc. You will
learn about them in later classes.

Nucleus

It is an important component of the living
cell. It is generally spherical and located
in the centre of the cell. It can be stained
and seen easily with the help of a
microscope. Nucleus is separated from
the cytoplasm by a membrane called the
nuclear membrane. This membrane is
also porous and allows the movement of
materials between the cytoplasm and
the inside of the nucleus.

With a microscope of higher
magnification, we can see a smaller
spherical body in the nucleus. It is called
the nucleolus. In addition, nucleus
contains thread-like structures called
chromosomes. These carry genes and
help in inheritance or transfer of
characters from the parents to the
offspring. The chromosomes can be
seen only when the cell divides.

result in different characteristics.

Nucleus, in addition to its role in
inheritance, acts as control centre of the
activities of the cell. The entire content
of a living cell is known as protoplasm.
It includes the cytoplasm and the
nucleus. Protoplasm is called the living
substance of the cell.

Paheli wants to know if the

structure of the nucleus is

the same in cells of plants,
animals and bacteria.

The nucleus of the bacterial cell is
not well-organised like the cells of
multicellular organisms. There is no
nuclear membrane. The cells having
nuclear material without nuclear
membrane are termed prokaryotic
cells. The organisms with these kinds
of cells are called prokaryotes (pro :
primitive; karyon : nucleus). Examples
are bacteria and blue green algae. The
cells, like onion cells and cheek cells
having well-organised nucleus with a
nuclear membrane are designated as
eukaryotic cells. All organisms other
than bacteria and blue green algae
are called eukaryotes. (eu : true;
karyon: nucleus).
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While observing the onion cells
under the microscope, did you notice
any blank-looking structures in the
cytoplasm? It is called vacuole. It could
be single and big as in an onion cell.
Cheek cells have smaller vacuoles.
Large vacuoles are common in plant
cells. Vacuoles in animal cells are much
smaller.

You might have noticed several small
coloured bodies in the cytoplasm of the
cells of Tradescantia leaf. They are
scattered in the cytoplasm of the leaf
cells. These are called plastids. They are
of different colours. Some of them
contain green pigment called
chlorophyll. Green coloured plastids are

called chloroplasts. They provide green
colour to the leaves. You may recall that
chlorophyll in the chloroplasts of leaves,
is essential for photosynthesis.

1.6 Comparison of Plant and
Animal Cells

If you recall Activities 1.3 and 1.4, you
should be able to compare plant and
animal cells. Observe the plant and
animal cell carefully in Fig. 1.7 (a), (b).

Let us tabulate the similarities and
disinguishing features of plant and
animal cells. Only a few features are
mentioned. You may add more in
Table 1.1.

cell membrane

cell wall >~ | - <

~

.’ vacuole

P ’—\nucleus

cytoplasm

Fig. 1.7 : (a) Plant cell (b) Animal cell
Table 1.1 : Comparison of Plant Cell and Animal Cell

Sl1. No.

Part

Plant Cell

Animal Cell

Cell membrane

Present

Present

Cell wall

Present

Absent

Nucleus

Nuclear membrane

Cytoplasm

Plastids

S S Rl el e

Vacuole
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CELL

CELL MEMBRANE
CELL WALL
CHLOROPLAST
CHROMOSOME
CYTOPLASM
EUKARYOTES
GENE
MULTICELLULAR
NUCLEAR MEMBRANE
NUCLEOLUS
NUCLEUS

ORGAN
ORGANELLES
PLASMA MEMBRANE
PLASTID
PROKARYOTES
PSEUDOPODIA
TISSUE
UNICELLULAR
VACUOLE

WHITE BLOOD CELL
(WBC)

WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

=

=

All organisms are made of smaller parts called
organs.

Organs are made of still smaller parts. The
smallest living part of an organism is a ‘cell’.
Cells were first observed in cork by Robert
Hooke in 1665.

Cells exhibit a variety of shapes and sizes.
Number of cells also varies from organism to
organism.

Some cells are big enough to be seen with
the unaided eye. Hen’s egg is an example.
Some organisms are single-celled, while oth-
ers contain large number of cells.

The single cell of unicellular organisms per-
forms all the basic functions performed by a
variety of cells in multicellular organisms.
The cell has three main parts: (i) the cell
membrane, (ii) cytoplasm which contains
smaller components called organelles, and
(iii) the nucleus.

Nucleus is separated from cytoplasm by a
nuclear membrane.

Cells without well-organised nucleus, i.e.
lacking nuclear membrane, are called
prokaryotic cells.

Plant cells differ from animal cells in having
an additional layer around the cell mem-
brane termed cell wall.

Coloured bodies called plastids are found in
the plant cells only. Green plastids contain-
ing chlorophyll are called chloroplasts.

Plant cell has a big central vacuole unlike a

number of small vacuoles in animal cells.

CELL — STRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONS
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Exercises

1. Indicate whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F).
(@) Unicellular organisms have one-celled body. (T/F)
(b) Muscle cells are branched. (T/F)
() The basic living unit of an organism is an organ. (T/F)
(d) Amoeba has irregular shape. (T/F)

2. Make a sketch of the human nerve cell. What function do nerve
cells perform?.

3. Write short notes on the following.
(a) Cytoplasm
(b) Nucleus of a cell
Which part of the cell contains organelles?

Make sketches of animal and plant cells. State three differences
between them.

6. State the difference between eukaryotes and prokaryotes.
7. Where are chromosomes found in a cell? State their function.
8. ‘“Cells are the basic structural units of living organisms’. Explain.
9. Explain why chloroplasts are found only in plant cells?
10. Complete the crossword with the help of clues given below.
Across
1. This 1is necessary for |'C 20
photosynthesis.
3. Term for component present
in the cytoplasm. -
6. The living substance in the o
cell. M
8.  Units of inheritance present Y
on the chromosomes. °p r
Down
1.  Green plastids.
2. Formed by collection of
tissues.
4. It separates the contents of .
the cell from the surrounding G

medium.
S. Empty structure in the cytoplasm.
A group of cells.
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Extended Learning — Activities and Projects

1.  Visit a laboratory for senior secondary students in your school or
in a neighbouring school. Learn about the functioning of a
microscope in the laboratory. Also observe how a slide is observed
under the microscope.

2.  Talk to the senior biology teacher in your school or a neighbouring
school. Find out if there are diseases which are passed on from
parents to the offspring. Find out how these are carried and also if
these diseases can be treated. For this you can also visit a doctor.

3. Visit an agriculture extension centre in your area. Find out about
genetically modified (GM) crops. Prepare a short speech for your
class on this topic.

4. Find out about Bt cotton from an agriculture expert. Prepare a
short note on its advantages/disadvantages.

- Did You Know? N

The cells in the outermost layer of our skin are dead. An average
adult carries around about 2 kg of dead skin. Billions of tiny
fragments of the skin are lost every day. Every time you run your
finger on a dusty table, you shed a lot of old skin.
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CHAPTER

ou have seen several kinds of
.i plants and animals. However,
there are other living organisms
around us which we normally cannot
see. These are called microorganisms
or microbes. For example, you might
have observed that during the rainy
season moist bread gets spoilt and its
surface gets covered with greyish white
patches. Observe these patches through
a magnifying glass. You will see tiny,
black rounded structures. Do you know
what these structures are and where do
these come from?

2.1 Microorganisms
Activity 2.1

Collect some moist soil from the
field in a beaker and add water to
it. After the soil particles have
settled down, observe a drop of
water from the beaker under a
microscope. What do you see ?

Activity 2.2

Take a few drops of water from a
pond. Spread on a glass slide and
observe through a microscope.

Do you find tiny organisms moving
around?

[
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These observations show that water
and soil are full of tiny organisms,
though not all of them fall into the
category of microbes. These
microorganisms or microbes are so
small in size that they cannot be seen
with the unaided eye. Some of these,
such as the fungus that grows on bread,
can be seen with a magnifying glass.
Others cannot be seen without the help
of a microscope. That is why these are
called microorganisms or microbes.

Microorganisms are classified into
four major groups. These groups are
bacteria, fungi, protozoa and some

algae. Some of these common
microorganisms are shown in
Figs. 2.1 - 2.4.

Viruses are also microscopic but are
different from other microorganisms.
They, however, reproduce only inside the
cells of the host organism, which may be
a bacterium, plant or animal. Some of
the viruses are shown in Fig. 2.5.
Common ailments like cold, influenza (flu)
and most coughs are caused by viruses.
Serious diseases like polio and chicken
pox are also caused by viruses.

Diseases like dysentery and malaria
are caused by protozoa(protozoans)
whereas typhoid and tuberculosis (TB)
are bacterial diseases.

You have learnt about some of
these microorganisms in Classes VI
and VII.
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Fig. 2.1: Bacteria

Chlamydomonas Spirogyra Paramecium

Fig. 2.2 : Algae Fig. 2.3 : Protozoa

Bread mould Penicillium Aspergillus

Fig. 2.4 : Fungi
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Fig. 2.5 : Viruses

2.2 Where do Microorganisms
Live?

Microorganisms may be single-celled
like bacteria, some algae and protozoa,
or multicellular, such as many algae
and fungi. They live in all types of
environment, ranging from ice cold
climate to hot springs; and deserts to
marshy lands. They are also found
inside the bodies of animals including
humans. Some microorganisms
grow on other organisms while others
exist freely.

2.3 Microorganisms and Us

Microorganisms play an important role
in our lives. Some of them are beneficial
in many ways whereas some others are
harmful and cause diseases. Let us
study about them in detail.

Friendly Microorganisms

Microorganisms are used for various
purposes. They are used in the
preparation of curd, bread and cake.

Microorganisms have been used for
the production of alcohol since ages.

They are also used in cleaning up
of the environment. For example, the
organic wastes (vegetable peels,
remains of animals, faeces, etc.) are
broken down into harmless and usable
substances by bacteria. Recall that
bacteria are also used in the
preparation of medicines. In
agriculture they are used to increase
soil fertility by fixing nitrogen.

Making of Curd and Bread

You have learnt in Class VII that milk is
turned into curd by bacteria.

I saw that my mother
added a little curd to
warm milk to set curd for
the next day. I wonder
why?

Curd contains several micro-
organisms. Of these, the bacterium,
Lactobacillus promotes the formation
of curd. It multiplies in milk and
converts it into curd. Bacteria are also
involved in the making of cheese,
pickles and many other food items. An
important ingredient of rava (sooji)
idlis and bhaturas is curd. Can you
guess why? Bacteria and yeast are
also helpful for fermentation of rice
idlis and dosa batter.
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Activity 2.3

Take 2 kg flour (atta or maida),
add some sugar and mix with
warm water. Add a small amount
of yeast powder and knead to
make a soft dough. What do you
observe after two hours? Did you
find the dough rising?

Maida with yeast powder

<N
\_ b

Raised maida

Fig. 2.6

Yeast reproduces rapidly and
produces carbon dioxide during
respiration. Bubbles of the gas fill the
dough and increase its volume (Fig.
2.6). This is the basis of the use of yeast
in the baking industry for making
breads, pastries and cakes.

Commercial Use of Microorganisms

Microorganisms are used for the large scale
production of alcohol, wine and acetic acid
(vinegar). Yeast is used for commercial
production of alcohol and wine. For this
purpose yeast is grown on natural sugars
present in grains like barley, wheat, rice,
crushed fruit juices, etc.

Activity 2.4

Take a 500 mL beaker filled upto
% with water. Dissolve 2-3
teaspoons of sugar in it. Add half a

spoon of yeast powder to the sugar
solution. Keep it covered in a warm
place for 4-5 hours. Now smell the
solution. Can you get a smell?

This is the smell of alcohol as sugar
has been converted into alcohol by
yeast. This process of conversion of
sugar into alcohol is known as
fermentation.

Louis Pasteur
discovered
fermentation
in 1857.

Medicinal Use of Microorganisms

Whenever you fall ill the doctor may
give you some antibiotic tablets,
capsules or injections such as of
penicillin. The source of these
medicines is microorganisms. These
medicines kill or stop the growth of the
disease-causing microorganisms. Such
medicines are called antibiotics.
These days a number of antibiotics are
being produced from bacteria and
fungi. Streptomycin, tetracycline and
erythromycin are some of the

In 1929, Alexander
Fleming was working
on a culture of disease-
causing bacteria.
Suddenly he found the
spores of a little green mould in one
of his culture plates. He observed that
the presence of mould prevented the
growth of bacteria. In fact, it also killed
many of these bacteria. From this the
mould penicillin was prepared.
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commonly known antibiotics which are
made from fungi and bacteria. The
antibiotics are manufactured by
growing specific microorganisms and
are used to cure a variety of diseases.

Antibiotics are even mixed with the
feed of livestock and poultry to check
microbial infection in animals. They are
also used to control many plant
diseases.

It is important to remember that
antibiotics should be taken only on
the advice of a qualified doctor. Also
you must complete the course
prescribed by the doctor. If you take
antibiotics when not needed or in
wrong doses, it may make the drug
less effective when you might need
it in future. Also antibiotics taken
unnecessarily may kill the beneficial
bacteria in the body. Antibiotics,
however, are not effective against
cold and flu as these are caused by
viruses.

Vaccine

Why are children/infants
given vaccination?

When a disease-carrying microbe enters
our body, the body produces antibodies
to fight the invader. The body also
remembers how to fight the microbe if
it enters again. If dead or weakened
microbes are introduced into a healthy
body, the body fights and kills
the invading bacteria by producing
suitable antibodies. The antibodies
remain in the body and we are

protected from the disease-causing
microbes for ever. This is how a vaccine
works. Several diseases, including
cholera, tuberculosis, smallpox and
hepatitis can be prevented by
vaccination.

Edward Jenner

discovered the
vaccine for small-
pox in 1798.

In your childhood, you must have
been given injections to protect
yourself against several diseases.
Can you prepare a list of these
diseases? You may take help from
your parents.

It is essential to protect all children
against these diseases. Necessary
vaccines are available in the nearby
hospitals. You might have seen the
advertisement on TV and newspapers
regarding protection of children against
polio under the Pulse Polio Programme.
Polio drops given to children are
actually a vaccine.

A worldwide campaign against
smallpox has finally led to its
eradication from most parts of the world.

These days vaccines are made on a
large scale from microorganisms to
protect humans and other animals
from several diseases.

Increasing Soil Fertility

Some bacteria (Fig. 2.7) are able to fix
nitrogen from the atmosphere to enrich
soil with nitrogen and increase its
fertility. These microbes are commonly
called biological nitrogen fixers.
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Fig. 2.7 : The Nitrogen fixing cyanobacteria (blue green algae)

Cleaning the Environment

Boojho and Paheli had observed the
school gardener making manure. Along
with their friends, they collected wastes
of plants, vegetables and fruits from
nearby houses and gardens. They put
them in a pit meant for waste disposal.
After some time, it decomposed and got
converted to manure. Boojho and
Paheli wanted to know how this had
happened.

Activity 2.5

Take two pots and fill each pot half
with soil. Mark them A and B. Put
plant waste in pot A and things like
polythene bags, empty glass bottles
and broken plastic toys in pot B.
Put the pots aside. Observe them
after 3-4 weeks.

Do you find any difference in the
contents of the two pots? If so, what is
the difference? You will find that plant
waste in pot A, has been decomposed.
How did this happen? The plant waste
has been converted into manure by the
action of microbes. The nutrients

released in the process can be used
by the plants again.

Did you notice that in pot B, the
polythene bags, empty glasses, bottles
and broken toy parts did not undergo
any such change? The microbes could
not ‘act’ on them and convert them into
manure.

You often see large amounts of
dead organic matter in the form of
decaying plants and sometimes dead
animals on the ground. You find
that they disappear after some time.
This is because the microorganisms
decompose dead organic waste of
plants and animals converting them
into simple substances. These
substances are again used by other
plants and animals. Thus, micro-
organisms can be used to degrade the
harmful and smelly substances and
thereby clean up the environment.

2.4 Harmful Microorganisms

Microorganisms are harmful in many
ways. Some of the microorganisms
cause diseases in human beings, plants
and animals. Such disease-causing
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microorganisms are called pathogens.
Some microorganisms spoil food,
clothing and leather. Let us study more
about their harmful activities.

Disease causing Microorganisms
in Humans

Pathogens enter our body through the
air we breathe, the water we drink or
the food we eat. They can also get
transmitted by direct contact with an
infected person or carried by an animal.
Microbial diseases that can spread from
an infected person to a healthy person
through air, water, food or physical
contact are called communicable
diseases. Examples of such diseases
include cholera, common cold, chicken
pox and tuberculosis.

When a person suffering from
common cold sneezes, fine droplets of
moisture carrying thousands of viruses
are spread in the air. The virus may
enter the body of a healthy person while
breathing and cause infection.

P
7 AN
/ \\)‘\\—-'

(%J Then how do you
prevent the spread of
communicable
diseases?

We should keep a
handkerchief on the
nose and mouth while
sneezing. It is better to
keep a distance from
infected persons.

There are some insects and animals
which act as carriers of disease-
causing microbes. Housefly is one such
carrier. The flies sit on the garbage and
animal excreta. Pathogens stick to their
bodies. When these flies sit on
uncovered food they may transfer the
pathogens. Whoever eats the
contaminated food is likely to get sick.
So, it is advisable to always keep food
covered. Avoid consuming uncovered
items of food. Another example of a
carrier is the female Anopheles
mosquito (Fig. 2.8), which carries the
parasite of malaria (Plasmodium).
Female Aedes mosquito acts as carrier
of dengue virus. How can we control the
spread of malaria or dengue?

Why does the teacher
keep telling us not
to let water collect

anywhere in the
neighbourhood?

All mosquitoes breed in water.
Hence, one should not let water collect
anywhere, in coolers, tyres, flower pot,
etc. By keeping the surroundings clean
and dry we can prevent mosquitoes from
breeding. Try to make a list of measures
which help to avoid the spread of
malaria.
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Table 2.1: Some Common Human Diseases caused by Microorganisms

Human Disease Causative Mode of Preventive Measures
Microorganism | Transmission (General)
Tuberculosis Bacteria Air Keep the patient in complete
. . isolation. Keep the personal

Measles Virus Alr belongings of the patient away

Chicken Pox Virus Air/Contact from' thqse of the chers.
Vaccination to be given at

Polio Virus Air /Water suitable age.

Cholera Bacteria Water/Food | Maintain personal hygiene
and good sanitary habits.

Typhoid Bacteria Water Consume properly cooked food
and boiled drinking water.
Vaccination.

Hepatitis A Virus Water Drink boiled drinking water.
Vaccination.

Malaria Protozoa Mosquito Use ~mosquito .net . gnd
repellents. Spray insecticides
and control breeding of
mosquitoes by not allowing
water to collect in the
surroundings.

Some of the common diseases
affecting humans, their mode of
transmission and few general methods
of prevention are shown in Table 2.1.

Disease causing Microorganisms
in Animals

Several microorganisms not only cause
diseases in humans and plants, but

Robert Koéch (1876)
F'9W discovered the bacterium
M (Bacillus anthracis) which
causes anthrax disease.

also in other animals. For example,
anthrax is a dangerous human and
cattle disease caused by a bacterium.
Foot and mouth disease of cattle is
caused by a virus.

Disease causing Microorganisms
in Plants

Several microorganisms cause
diseases in plants like wheat, rice,
potato, sugarcane, orange, apple and
others. The diseases reduce the yield of
crops. See Table 2.2 for some such plant
diseases. They can be controlled by the
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Table 2.2: Some Common Plant Diseases caused by Microorganisms

Plant Micro- Mode of
Diseases organism Transmission
Citrus Bacteria Air

canker

Rust of Fungi Air,

wheat seeds

Yellow vein Virus Insect

mosaic of

bhindi (Okra)

use of certain chemicals which kill the
microbes.

Food Poisoning

Boojho was invited by his friend to a
party and he ate a variety of foodstuff.
On reaching home he started vomiting
and had to be taken to a hospital. The
doctor said that this condition could be
due to food poisoning.

Paheli wonders how
food can become a
‘poison’.

Food poisoning could be due to the
consumption of food spoilt by some
microorganisms. Microorganisms that
grow on our food sometimes produce
toxic substances. These make the

food poisonous causing serious
illness and even death. So, it is very
important that we preserve food to
prevent it from being spoilt.

2.5 Food Preservation

In Chapter 3, we have learnt about the
methods used to preserve and store food
grains. How do we preserve cooked food
at home? You know that bread left
unused under moist conditions is
attacked by fungus. Microorganisms spoil
our food. Spoiled food emits bad smell
and has a bad taste and changed colour.
Is spoiling of food a chemical reaction?
Paheli bought some mangoes but she
could not eat them for a few days. Later
she found that they were spoilt and
rotten. But she knows that the mango
pickle her grandmother makes does not
spoil for a long time. She is confused.
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Let us study the common methods
of preserving food in our homes. We
have to save it from the attack of
microorganisms.

Chemical Method

Salts and edible oils are the common
chemicals generally used to check the
growth of microorganisms. Therefore
they are called preservatives. We add
salt or acid preservatives to pickles to
prevent the attack of microbes. Sodium
benzoate and sodium metabisulphite
are common preservatives. These are
also used in jams and squashes to
check their spoilage.

Preservation by Common Salt

Common salt has been used to preserve
meat and fish for ages. Meat and fish
are covered with dry salt to check
the growth of bacteria. Salting is also
used to preserve amla, raw mangoes,
tamarind, etc.

Preservation by Sugar

Jams, jellies and squashes are
preserved by sugar. Sugar reduces the
moisture content which inhibits the
growth of bacteria which spoil food.

Preservation by Oil and Vinegar

Use of oil and vinegar prevents spoilage
of pickles because bacteria cannot live
in such an environment. Vegetables,
fruits, fish and meat are often preserved
by this method.

Heat and Cold Treatments

You must have observed your mother
boiling milk before it is stored or used.
Boiling kills many microorganisms.

Similarly, we keep our food in the
refrigerator. Low temperature inhibits
the growth of microbes.

—

74,90
—

%

%

Why does the milk that
comes in packets not spoil?
My mother told me that the
milk is ‘pasteurised’. What

is pasteurisation?

Pasteurised milk can be consumed
without boiling as it is free from harmful
microbes. The milk is heated to about
70°C for 15 to 30 seconds and then
suddenly chilled and stored. By doing
so, it prevents the growth of microbes.
This process was discovered by Louis
Pasteur. It is called pasteurisation.

Storage and Packing

These days dry fruits and even
vegetables are sold in sealed air tight
packets to prevent the attack of
microbes.

2.6 Nitrogen Fixation

You have learnt about the bacterium
Rhizobium in Classes VI and VII. It is
involved in the fixation of nitrogen in
leguminous plants (pulses). Recall that
Rhizobium lives in the root nodules of
leguminous plants (Fig. 2.9), such as
beans and peas, with which it has a
symbiotic relationship. Sometimes
nitrogen gets fixed through the action
of lightning. But you know that the
amount of nitrogen in the atmosphere
remains constant. You may wonder
how? Let us understand this in the
next section.
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Fig. 2.9 : Roots of a leguminous plant with root
nodules

2.7 Nitrogen cycle

Our atmosphere has 78% nitrogen gas.
Nitrogen is one of the essential
constituents of all living organisms as
part of proteins, chlorophyll, nucleic
acids and vitamins. The atmospheric

nitrogen cannot be taken directly by
plants and animals. Certain bacteria
and blue green algae present in the
soil fix nitrogen from the atmosphere
and convert it into compounds of
nitrogen. Once nitrogen is converted
into these usable compounds, it can be
utilised by plants from the soil through
their root system. Nitrogen is then used
for the synthesis of plant proteins and
other compounds. Animals feeding on
plants get these proteins and other
nitrogen compounds (Fig. 2.10).

When plants and animals die,
bacteria and fungi present in the soil
convert the nitrogenous wastes into
nitrogenous compounds to be used by
plants again. Certain other bacteria
convert some part of them to nitrogen
gas which goes back into the
atmosphere. As a result, the percentage
of nitrogen in the atmosphere remains
more or less constant.

ATMOSPHERIC
/ NITROGEN
Lightning
. — Uptake _— Animals Bacteria turn
Nitrogen fixing by eat

b ot Plants plants compounds

tacterlﬁ ix of nitrogen
a m.osp eric A into gaseous

nitrogen nitrogen
Nitrogenous
\l waste
from excretion
Brcieria and death

in turn, fix
nitrogen into

nitrogenous
compounds

~

Compounds of
Nitrogen in the Soil

Fig. 2.10 : Nitrogen cycle
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KEYWORDS
ALGAE

ANTIBIOTICS
ANTIBODIES
BACTERIA
CARRIER

COMMUNICABLE
DISEASES

FERMENTATION
FUNGI
LACTOBACILLUS

MICROORGANISM

NITROGEN CYCLE

NITROGEN FIXATION

PASTEURISATION

PATHOGEN

PRESERVATION

PROTOZOA

RHIZOBIUM

VACCINE

VIRUS

YEAST

WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

=

=

Microorganisms are too small and are not
visible to the unaided eye.

They can live in all kinds of environment,
ranging from ice cold climate to hot springs
and deserts to marshy lands.
Microorganisms are found in air, water and
in the bodies of plants and animals.

They may be unicellular or multicellular.
Microorganisms include bacteria, fungi, pro-
tozoa and some algae. Viruses, though differ-
ent from the above mentioned living organ-
isms, are considered microbes.

Viruses are quite different from other micro-
organisms. They reproduce only inside the
host organism: bacterium, plant or animal
cell.

Some microorganisms are useful for commer-
cial production of medicines and alcohol.
Some microorganisms decompose the organic
waste and dead plants and animals into
simple substances and clean up the environ-
ment.

Protozoans cause serious diseases like dys-
entery and malaria.

Some of the microorganisms grow on our food
and cause food poisoning.

Some microorganisms reside in the root nod-
ules of leguminous plants. They can fix ni-
trogen from air into soil and increase the soil
fertility.

Some bacteria present in the soil fix nitro-
gen from the atmosphere and convert into
nitrogenous compounds.

Certain bacteria convert compounds of nitro-
gen present in the soil into nitrogen gas which

is released to the atmosphere.
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Exercises

1.

4.

Fill in the blanks.

d

Microorganisms can be seen with the help of a

Blue green algae fix directly from air and enhance fertility

of soil.
Alcohol is produced with the help of

Cholera is caused by

Tick the correct answer.

()

(b)

(©)

Match the organisms

Yeast is used in the production of

(i) sugar (ii) alcohol (iii) hydrochloric acid  (iv) oxygen
The following is an antibiotic
(i) Sodium bicarbonate (ii) Streptomycin (iii) Alcohol (iv) Yeast

Carrier of malaria-causing protozoan is

cockroach
butterfly

(i) female Anopheles mosquito (ii)
(iii) housefly (iv)
The most common carrier of communicable diseases is
(i) ant (i) housefly (iii) dragonfly (iv) spider
The bread or idli dough rises because of
(i) heat (ii) grinding (iii) growth of yeast cells (iv) kneading
The process of conversion of sugar into alcohol is called
(i) nitrogen fixation (ii) moulding (iii) fermentation (iv) infection

in Column A with their action in

Column B.

A B
Bacteria (a) Fixing nitrogen
Rhizobium (b) Setting of curd
c) Baking of bread

) Causing malaria
A protozoan e) Causing cholera

)

)

(iii) Lactobacillus
)

)

) A virus

(
Yeast d
(
(f) Causing AIDS
(g) Producing antibodies

Can microorganisms be seen with the naked eye? If not, how can they

be seen?
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EXERCISES

© o N o

What are the major groups of microorganisms?

Name the microorganisms which can fix atmospheric nitrogen in the soil.
Write 10 lines on the usefulness of microorganisms in our lives.

Write a short paragraph on the harmful effects of microorganisms.

What are antibiotics? What precautions must be taken while taking
antibiotics?

Extended Learning — Activities and Projects

1.

\-

Pull out a gram or bean plant from the field. Observe its roots. You
will find round structures called root nodules on the roots. Draw a
diagram of the root and show the root nodules.

Collect the labels from the bottles of jams and jellies. Write down
the list of contents printed on the labels.

Visit a doctor. Find out why antibiotics should not be overused.
Prepare a short report.

Project : Requirements — 2 test tubes, marker pen, sugar, yeast
powder, 2 balloons and lime water.

Take two test tubes and mark them A and B. Clamp these tubes
in a stand and fill them with water leaving some space at the top.
Put two spoonfuls of sugar in
each of the test tubes. Add a
spoonful of yeast in test tube B.
Inflate the two balloons
incompletely. Now tie the
balloons on the mouths of each
test tube. Keep them in a warm
place, away from sunlight.
Watch the setup every day for
next 3-4 days. Record your
observations and think of an
explanation.

Now take another test tube
filled 1/4 with lime water.
Remove the balloon from test
tube B in such a manner that
gas inside the balloon does not
escape. Fit the balloon on the
test tube and shake well. Observe and explain.

J
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- Did You Know? N

Bacteria have lived on the earth for much longer than human beings.
They are such hardy organisms that they can live under extreme
conditions. They have been found living in boiling mudpots and extremly
cold icy waters. They have been found in lakes of caustic soda and in
pools of concentrated sulphuric acid. They can survive at depths of several
kilometres. They probably can survive in space, too. A kind of bacterium
was recovered from a camera which stood on the moon for two years.There
is probably no environment in which bacteria cannot survive.
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CHAPTER

(>
C

aheli and Boojho went to their
Puncle’s house during the summer

vacation. Their uncle is a farmer.
One day they saw some tools like
khurpi, sickle, shovel, plough, etc., in
the field.

I want to know
where and how we
use these tools.

You have learnt that all living
organisms require food. Plants can
make their food themselves. Can you
recall how green plants synthesise their
own food? Animals including humans
can not make their own food. So, where
do animals get their food from?

But, first of all why do we have to
eat food?

You already know that energy from
the food is utilised by organisms for
carrying out their various body
functions, such as digestion, respiration
and excretion. We get our food from
plants, or animals, or both.

Since we all need
food, how can we
provide food to a large
number of people in
our country?

\‘D Cropr ProbpucTiON AND MANAGEMENT

Food has to be
produced on a large
scale.

In order to provide food for a large
population— regular production, proper
management and distribution is
necessary.

3.1 Agricultural Practices

Till 10,000 B.C.E. people were
nomadic. They were wandering in
groups from place to place in search
of food and shelter. They ate raw
fruits and vegetables and started
hunting animals for food. Later, they
could cultivate land and produce rice,
wheat and other food crops. Thus,
was born ‘Agriculture’.

When plants of the same kind are
cultivated at one place on a large scale,
it is called a crop. For example, crop of
wheat means that all the plants grown
in a field are that of wheat.

You already know that crops are of
different types like cereals, vegetables
and fruits. These can be classified on
the basis of the season in which they
grow.

India is a vast country. The climatic
conditions like temperature, humidity
and rainfall vary from one region to
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another. Accordingly, there is a rich
variety of crops grown in different parts
of the country. Despite this diversity,
two broad cropping patterns can be
identified. These are:

(i) Kharif Crops : The crops which are
sown in the rainy season are called
kharif crops. The rainy season in India
is generally from June to September.
Paddy, maize, soyabean, groundnut
and cotton are kharif crops.
(ii) Rabi Crops : The crops grown in the
winter season (October to March) are
called rabi crops. Examples of rabi
crops are wheat, gram, pea, mustard
and linseed.

Besides these, pulses and vegetables
are grown during summer at many
places.

3.2 Basic Practices of Crop
Production

Why paddy can not be
grown in the winter
season?

Paddy requires a lot of

water. Therefore, it is

grown only in the rainy
season.

Cultivation of crops involves several
activities undertaken by farmers over a
period of time. You may find that these
activities are similar to those carried out
by a gardener or even by you when you
grow ornamental plants in your house.
These activities or tasks are referred

to as agricultural practices which are
listed below:

(i) Preparation of soil
(ii) Sowing
(iii) Adding manure and fertilisers
(iv) Irrigation
(v) Protecting from weeds
(vi) Harvesting
(vii) Storage

3.3 Preparation of Soil

The preparation of soil is the first step
before growing a crop. One of the most
important tasks in agriculture is to turn
the soil and loosen it. This allows the
roots to penetrate deep into the soil.
The loose soil allows the roots to breathe
easily even when they go deep into the
soil. Why does the loosening of soil allow
the roots to breathe easily?

The loosened soil helps in the growth
of earthworms and microbes present in
the soil. These organisms are friends of
the farmer since they further turn and
loosen the soil and add humus to it.
But why the soil needs to be turned
and loosened?

You have learnt in the previous
classes that soil contains minerals,
water, air and some living organisms.
In addition, dead plants and animals
get decomposed by soil organisms. In
this way, various nutrients in the dead
organisms are released back into the
soil. These nutrients are again
absorbed by plants.

Since only a few centimetres of the
top layer of soil supports plant growth,
turning and loosening of soil brings the
nutrient-rich soil to the top so that
plants can use these nutrients. Thus,
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turning and loosening of soil is very
important for cultivation of crops.

The process of loosening and turning
of the soil is called tilling or ploughing.
This is done by using a plough. Ploughs
are made of wood or iron. If the soil is
very dry, it may need watering before
ploughing. The ploughed field may have
big clumps of soil called crumbs. It is
necessary to break these crumbs.
Levelling the field is beneficial for
sowing as well as for irrigation. Levelling
of soil is done with the help of a leveller.

Sometimes, manure is added to the
soil before tilling. This helps in proper
mixing of manure with soil. The soil is
moistened before sowing.

Agricultural Implements

Before sowing the seeds, it is necessary
to break soil clumps to get better yield.
This is done with the help of various
tools. The main tools used for this purpose
are the plough, hoe and cultivator.

Plough : This is being used since
ancient times for tilling the soil, adding
fertilisers to the crop, removing the
weeds and turning the soil. This is made
of wood and is drawn by a pair of bulls
or other animals (horses and camels).
It contains a strong triangular iron strip
called ploughshare. The main part of the
plough is a long log of wood which is
called a ploughshaft. There is a handle
at one end of the shaft. The other end is
attached to a beam which is placed on
the bulls’ necks. One pair of bulls and a
man can easily operate the plough
[Fig. 3.1 (a)].

The indigenous wooden plough is
increasingly being replaced by iron
ploughs nowadays.

Hoe : It is a simple tool which is used
for removing weeds and for loosening
the soil. It has a long rod of wood or
iron. A strong, broad and bent plate of
iron is fixed to one of its ends and

ploughshaft

ploughshare

Fig. 3.1 (a) : The plough
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works like a blade. It is pulled by
animals [Fig. 3.1 (b)].

grip beam
( handle )

=\

p—— e

bent plate L]

rod

Fig. 3.1 (b) : A hoe

Cultivator : Nowadays ploughing is
done by tractor-driven cultivator. The
use of cultivator saves labour and time.
[Fig. 3.1 (c)].

Fig. 3.1 (c): Cultivator driven by a tractor

3.4 Sowing

Sowing is an important part of crop
production. Before sowing, good quality,
clean and healthy seeds of a good
variety—are selected. Farmers prefer to
use seeds which give high yield.

Selection of Seeds

One day I saw my mother
put some gram seeds in a
vessel and pour some water
on them. After a few
minutes some seeds started
to float on top. I wonder why
some seeds float on water!

Activity 3.1

Take a beaker and fill half of it
with water. Put a handful of
wheat seeds and stir well. Wait for
some time.

Are there seeds which float on
water? Would those be lighter or
heavier than those which sink? Why
would they be lighter? Damaged
seeds become hollow and are thus
lighter. Therefore, they float on water.

This is a good method for
separating good, healthy seeds from
the damaged ones.

Before sowing, one of the

important tasks is to know about the
tools used for sowing seeds [Fig. 3.2
(a), (b)].
Traditional tool : The tool used
traditionally for sowing seeds is
shaped like a funnel [Fig. 3.2 (a)]. The
seeds are filled into the funnel,
passed down through two or three
pipes having sharp ends. These
ends pierce into the soil and place
seeds there.

Fig. 3.2 (a) : Traditional method of sowing
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Fig. 3.2 (b) : A seed drill

Seed drill : Nowadays the seed drill [Fig.
3.2 (b)] is used for sowing with the help
of tractors. This sows the seeds
uniformly at equal distance and depth.
It ensures that seeds get covered by the
soil after sowing. This protects seeds
from being eaten by birds. Sowing by
using a seed drill saves time and labour.

There is a nursery near my
school. I found that little
plants were kept in small

bags. Why are they
kept like this?

ﬁ‘ Seeds of a few plants

1 such as paddy are first
grown in a nursery. When
they grow into seedlings,
they are transplanted to
the field manually. Some

forest plants and flowering
plants are also grown in

the nursery.

Appropriate distance between the
seeds is necessary to avoid overcrowding
of plants. This allows plants to get

sufficient sunlight, nutrients and water
from the soil. At times a few plants
may have to be removed to prevent
overcrowding.

3.5 Adding Manure and
Fertilisers

The substances which are added to the
soil in the form of nutrients for the
healthy growth of plants are called
manure and fertilisers.

I saw a healthy crop growing
in a farm. In the neighbouring
farm, the plants were weak.
Why do some plants grow
better than others?

Soil supplies mineral nutrients to
the crop plants. These nutrients are
essential for the growth of plants. In
certain areas, farmers grow crop after
crop in the same field. The field is never
left uncultivated or fallow. Imagine what
happens to the nutrients?

Continuous cultivation of crops
makes the soil poor in nutrients.
Therefore, farmers have to add manure
to the fields to replenish the soil with
nutrients. This process is called
manuring. Improper or insufficient
manuring results in weak plants.

Manure is an organic substance
obtained from the decomposition of
plant or animal wastes. Farmers dump
plant and animal waste in pits at open
places and allow it to decompose. The
decomposition is caused by some
microorganisms. The decomposed
matter is used as organic manure.
You have already learnt about
vermicomposting in Class VI. Refer to
pg.no 113.
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Activity 3.2

Take moong or gram seeds and
germinate them. Select three equal
sized seedlings. Take three empty
glasses or similar vessels. Mark them
A, B and C. To glass A add little
amount of soil mixed with a little
cow dung manure. In glass B put
the same amount of soil mixed with
a little urea. Take the same amount
of soil in glass C without adding
anything [Fig. 3.3(a)]. Now pour the
same amount of water in each glass
and plant the seedlings in them.
Keep them in a safe place and water
them daily. After 7 to 10 days
observe their growth [Fig. 3.3(b)].

Fig. 3.3 (b) : Growing seedlings with manure
and fertiliser

Did plants in all the glasses grow at
the same pace? Which glass showed

better growth of plants? In which glass
was the growth fastest?

Fertilisers are chemicals which
are rich in a particular nutrient. How
are they different from manure?
Fertilisers are produced in factories.
Some examples of fertilisers are—
urea, ammonium sulphate, super
phosphate, potash, NPK (Nitrogen,
Phosphorus, Potassium).

The use of fertilisers has helped
farmers to get better yield of crops
such as wheat, paddy and maize. But
excessive use of fertilisers has made
the soil less fertile. Fertilisers have
also become a source of water
pollution. Therefore, in order to
maintain the fertility of the soil, we
have to substitute fertilisers with
organic manure or leave the field
uncultivated (fallow) in between two
crops.

The use of manure improves soil
texture as well as its water retaining
capacity. It replenishes the soil with
nutrients.

Another method of replenishing
the soil with nutrients is through crop
rotation. This can be done by growing
different crops alternately. Earlier,
farmers in northern India used to
grow legumes as fodder in one season
and wheat in the next season. This
helped in the replenishment of the
soil with nitrogen. Farmers are being
encouraged to adopt this practice.

In the previous classes, you have
learnt about Rhizobium bacteria.
These are present in the nodules of
roots of leguminous plants. They fix
atmospheric nitrogen.
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Table 3.1 : Differences between Fertiliser and Manure

S. No. Fertiliser Manure

1. Fertiliser is a man-made Manure is a natural substance obtained

inorganic salt. by the decomposition of cattle dung
and plant residues.

2. Fertiliser is prepared in Manure can be prepared in the fields.
factories.

3. Fertiliser does not provide Manure provides a lot of humus to the soil.
any humus to the soil.

4. Fertilisers are very rich in Manure is relatively less rich in plant
plant nutrients like nitrogen, | nutrients.
phosphorus and potassium.

Table 3.1 gives the differences
between a fertiliser and manure.

Advantages of Manure : The organic
manure is considered better than
fertilisers. This is because

e it enhances the water holding
capacity of the soil.

e it makes the soil porous due to which
exchange of gases becomes easy.

e it increases the number of friendly
microbes.

e it improves the texture of the soil.

3.6 Irrigation

All living beings need water to live.
Water is important for proper growth
and development. Water is absorbed by
the plant roots. Along with water,
minerals and fertilisers are also
absorbed. Plants contain nearly 90%
water. Water is essential because
germination of seeds does not take
place under dry conditions. Nutrients
dissolved in water are transported to
each part of the plant. Water also

protects the crop from both frost and
hot air currents. To maintain the
moisture of the soil for healthy crop
growth, fields have to be watered
regularly.

The supply of water to crops at
regular intervals is called irrigation.
The time and frequency of irrigation
varies from crop to crop, soil to soil and
season to season. In summer, the
frequency of watering is higher. Why is
it so? Could it be due to the increased
rate of evaporation of water from the soil
and the leaves?

I am very careful this
year about watering
the plants. Last
summer my plants
dried up and died.

Sources of irrigation : The sources of
water for irrigation are— wells,
tubewells, ponds, lakes, rivers, dams
and canals.
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Traditional Methods of
Irrigation

The water available in wells,
lakes and canals is lifted up
by different methods in
different regions, for taking
it to the fields.

Cattle or human labour is
used in these methods. So
these methods are cheaper,
but less efficient. The various
traditional ways are:

(i) moat (pulley-system)
(ii) chain pump

Fig. 3.4 (d) : Rahat

Fig. 3.4 (c) : Dhekli

(iii) dhekli, and
(iv) rahat (Lever system)
[Figs. 3.4 (a)- (d)].

Pumps are commonly
used for lifting water. Diesel,
biogas, electricity and
solar energy is used to run
these pumps.
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Modern Methods of
Irrigation

Modern methods of irrigation
help us to use water
economically. The main
methods used are as follows:

(i) Sprinkler System: This
system is more useful on the
uneven land where sufficient
water is not available. The
perpendicular pipes, having
rotating nozzles on top, are
joined to the main pipeline
at regular intervals. When
water is allowed to flow
through the main pipe under pressure
with the help of a pump, it escapes from
the rotating nozzles. It gets sprinkled
on the crop as if it is raining.
Sprinkler is very useful for lawns, coffee
plantation and several other crops
[Fig. 3.5 (a)].

Fig. 3.5 (a) : Sprinkler system

(ii) Drip system : In this system, the
water falls drop by drop directly near
the roots. So it is called drip system. It
is the best technique for watering fruit
plants, gardens and trees [Fig. 3.5(b)].
Water is not wasted at all. It is a boon in
regions where availability of water is poor.

Fig. 3.5 (b) : Drip System
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3.7 Protection from Weeds

Boojho and Paheli went to a nearby
wheat field and saw that there were
some other plants in the field, growing
along with wheat plants. Ey

Have these other
plants been planted
purposely?

In a field many other undesirable
plants may grow naturally along with
the crop. These undesirable plants are
called weeds.

The removal of weeds is called
weeding. Weeding is necessary since
weeds compete with the crop plants for
water, nutrients, space and light. Thus,
they affect the growth of the crop. Some
weeds interfere even in harvesting and
may be poisonous for animals and
human beings.

Farmers adopt many ways to remove
weeds and control their growth. Tilling
before sowing of crops helps in uprooting
and killing of weeds, which may then
dry up and get mixed with the soil. The
best time for the removal of weeds is
before they produce flowers and seeds.
The manual removal includes physical
removal of weeds by uprooting or cutting
them close to the ground, from time to
time. This is done with the help of a
khurpi. A seed drill [Fig. 3.2(b)] is also
used to uproot weeds.

Weeds are also controlled by using
certain chemicals, called weedicides,
like 2,4-D. These are sprayed in the
fields to kill the weeds. They do not
damage the crops. The weedicides are
diluted with water to the extent
required and sprayed in the fields with
a sprayer. (Fig. 3.6).

Do weedicides have any
effect on the person handling
the weedicide sprayer?

As already mentioned, the
weedicides are sprayed during the
vegetative growth of weeds before
flowering and seed formation. Spraying
of weedicides may affect the health of
farmers. So they should use these
chemicals very carefully. They should
cover their nose and mouth with a piece
of cloth during spraying of these
chemicals.

3.8 Harvesting

Harvesting of a crop is an important
task. The cutting of crop after it is
mature is called harvesting. In
harvesting, crops are pulled out or cut
close to the ground. It usually takes 3
to 4 months for a cereal crop to mature.

Harvesting in our
country is either done
manually by sickle (Fig.
3.7) or by a machine called
harvester. In the harvested
crop, the grain seeds need
to be separated from

Fig. 3.7 :
Sickle
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the chaff. This process is called
threshing. This is carried out with the
help of a machine called ‘combine’ which
isin fact a harvester as well as a thresher
(Fig. 3.8).

Fig. 3.8 : Combine

1A
T After harvesting, sometimes

stubs are left in the field, which

are burnt by farmers. Paheli is
worried. She knows that it
causes pollution. It may also

catch fire and damage the crops

lying in the fields.

Farmers with small holdings of land
do the separation of grain and chaff by
winnowing (Fig. 3.9). You have already
studied this in Class VI.

Fig. 3.9 : Winnowing machine

Harvest Festivals

After three or four months of hard
work there comes the day of the
harvest. The sight of golden fields
of standing crop, laden with grain,
fills the hearts of farmers with joy
and a sense of well-being. The
efforts of the past season have
borne fruit and it is time to relax
and enjoy a little. The period of
harvest is, thus, of great joy and
happiness in all parts of India. Men
and women celebrate it with great
enthusiasm. Special festivals
associated with the harvest season
are Pongal, Baisakhi, Holi, Diwali,
Nabanya and Bihu.

3.9 Storage

Storage of produce is an important
task. If the harvested grains are to be
kept for longer time, they should be
safe from moisture, insects, rats and
microorganisms. Harvested grains have
more moisture. If freshly harvested
grains (seeds) are stored without
drying, they may get spoilt or attacked
by organisms, making them unfit for
use or for germination. Hence, before
storing them, the grains are properly
dried in the sun to reduce the moisture
in them. This prevents the attack by
insect pests, bacteria and fungi.

I saw my mother putting
some dried neem leaves
in an iron drum
containing wheat.

I wonder why?
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Fig. 3.10 (b) : Storage of grains in
gunny bags in granaries

Farmers store grains in jute bags or
metallic bins. However, large scale
storage of grains is done in silos and
granaries to protect them from pests
like rats and insects [Fig. 3.10 (a)
and (b)].

Dried neem leaves are used for
storing food grains at home. For storing
large quantities of grains in big
godowns, specific chemical treatments
are required to protect them from pests
and microorganisms.

3.10 Food from Animals

'k-_.

g R ) g I HLL

Activity 3.3

Make the following Table in your
note book and complete it.

S.No.| Food Sources

1. Milk Cow, Buffalo, She-
goat, She-camel . . .

2.

4.

After completing this Table, you
must have seen that, like plants,
animals also provide us with different
kinds of food. Many people living in the
coastal areas consume fish as a major
part of their diet. In the previous classes
you have learnt about the food that we
obtain from plants. We have just seen
that the process of crop production
involves a number of steps like selection
of seeds, sowing, etc. Similarly, animals
reared at home or in farms, have to be
provided with proper food, shelter and
care. When this is done on a large scale,
it is called animal husbandry.

Fish is good for health.
We get cod liver oil from fish
which is rich in vitamin D.
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KEYWORDS

WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

AGRICULTURAL S In order to provide food to our growing
PRACTICES population, we need to adopt certain
agricultural practices.
ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
S Same kind of plants cultivated at a place
CROP constitute a crop.
S InlIndia, crops can be broadly categorised into
FERTI . two types based on seasons - rabi and kharif
GRANARIES Crops.
S It is necessary to prepare soil by tilling and
HARVESTING levelling. Ploughs and levellers are used for
this purpose.
IRRIGATCE S Sowing of seeds at appropriate depths and dis-
KHARIF tances gives good yield. Good variety of seeds
are sown after selection of healthy seeds.
MANURE Sowing is done by seed drills.
2 Soil needs replenishment and enrichment
PLOUGH .
through the use of organic manure and
RABI fertilisers. Use of chemical fertilisers has
increased tremendously with the introduc-
SEEDS tion of new crop varieties.
o Supply of water to crops at appropriate inter-
S vals is called irrigation.
SOWING 2 Weeding involves removal of unwanted and
uncultivated plants called weeds.
STORAGE 2 Harvesting is the cutting of the mature crop
manually or by machines.
THRESECS 9 Separation of the grains from the chalff is
WEEDS called threshing.
9 Proper storage of grains is necessary to pro-
WEEDICIDE tect them from pests and microorganisms.
2 Food is also obtained from animals for which
WINNOWING . .. .
animals are reared. This is called animal
husbandry.
Exercises

1. Select the correct word from the following list and fill in the blanks.
float, water, crop, nutrients, preparation

()

The same kind of plants grown and cultivated on a large scale at a

place is called

of the soil.

(b) The first step before growing crops is
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(c) Damaged seeds would on top of water.
(d) For growing a crop, sufficient sunlight and and
from the soil are essential.

Match items in column A with those in column B.

EXERCISES
N

A B
(i) Kharifcrops (a) Food for cattle
(ii) Rabicrops (b) Urea and super phosphate
(iii) Chemical fertilisers (c) Animal excreta, cow dung

urine and plant waste
(iv) Organic manure (d) Wheat, gram, pea
(e) Paddy and maize

3. Give two examples of each.
(@) Kharifcrop
(b) Rabicrop

4. Write a paragraph in your own words on each of the following.
(a) Preparation of soil (b) Sowing
(c) Weeding (d) Threshing

S. Explain how fertilisers are different from manure.

6. What is irrigation? Describe two methods of irrigation which conserve
water.

7. If wheat is sown in the kharif season, what would happen? Discuss.

8. Explain how soil gets affected by the continuous plantation of crops in
a field.

9. What are weeds? How can we control them?

10. Arrange the following boxes in proper order to make a flow chart of
sugarcane crop production.

Sendi t
;rllg;?%ac;t%l;yo Irrigation Harvesting Sowing
1 2 3 4
Preparation of Ploughing the )
soil field Manuring
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11. Complete the following word puzzle with the help of clues given below.

Down

1. Providing water to the crops.

2. Keeping crop grains for a long time under proper conditions.
5. Certain plants of the same kind grown on a large scale.

Across

EXERCISES

3. A machine used for cutting the matured crop.
4. A rabicrop that is also one of the pulses.
6. A process of separating the grain from chaff.

Extended Learning — Activities and Projects

1. Sow some seeds in the soil and arrange to water them by drip
irrigation. Observe daily.
(i) Do you think it can save water?
(ii) Note the changes in the seed.

2. Collect different types of seeds and put them in small bags.
Label them.

3. Collect pictures of some other agricultural machines and paste
them in a file. Write their names and uses.

4. Project Work

Visit a farm, nursery or a garden nearby. Gather information about
(i) importance of seed selection.

L (ii) method of irrigation. )
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(iii) effect of extreme cold and extreme hot weather on the plants.
(iv) effect of continuous rain on the plants.
(v) fertilisers/manure used.

An Example for Field Trip Work

Himanshu and his friends were very anxious and curious to go to Thikri village.
They went to Shri Jiwan Patel’s farmhouse. They had taken bags to collect
some seeds and other things.

Himanshu: Sir namaskar, ] am Himanshu. Here are my friends Mohan, David
and Sabiha. We want some information about crops. Please guide
us.

Shri Patel : Namaskar and welcome all of you. What are your queries?

Sabiha : When did you start this work and what are the main crops that
you grow?

Shri Patel : About 75 years ago, my grandfather started this work. The main
crops that we grow are wheat, gram, soyabean and moong.

David : Sir, can you tell us the difference between traditional and modern
agricultural practices?

Shri Patel : Earlier we used traditional tools like sickle, bullock plough, trowel,
etc., and depended on rain water for irrigation. But now we use
modern methods of irrigation. We use implements like tractors,
cultivators, seed drill and harvester. We get good quality seeds.
We carry out soil testing and use manure and fertilisers. New
information about agriculture is obtained through radio, T.V. and
other sources. As a result we are able to get good crops on a large
scale. This year we got 9 to 11 quintals of gram crop/acre and 20
to 25 quintals of wheat/acre. In my opinion awareness of new
technology is important for better crop yield.

Mohan : Sabiha, come here and see some earthworms. Are they helpful
to the farmers?

Sabiha : Oh Mohan! we learnt about it in Class VI. Refer to pg.no. 113.

Shri Patel : Earthworms turn the soil and loosen it for proper aeration, so
they help the farmer.

David : Can we have some seeds of the crops you grow here?
[They put some seeds, fertilisers and soil sample in the bags.]

Himanshu: Sir, we are thankful to you for making this visit pleasant and for
providing useful information.
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CHAPTER

A

1

o you recall the processes of
D digestion, circulation and

respiration which you have
studied in your previous classes? These
processes are essential for the survival
of every individual. You have also learnt
about the process of reproduction in
plants. Reproduction is essential for the
continuation of a species. Imagine what
would have happened if organisms had
not reproduced. You will realise that
reproduction is very important as it
ensures the continuation of similar
kinds of individuals, generation after
generation.

You have already learnt in your
previous class about reproduction in
plants. In this chapter, we shall learn
how reproduction takes place in
animals.

4.1 Modes of Reproduction

Have you seen the young ones
of different animals? Try to name some
of the young ones by completing
Table 4.1 shown in examples at S. No.
1 and 5.

You must have seen the young
ones of various animals being born.
Can you tell how chicks and
caterpillars are born? How are kittens
and puppies born? Do you think that
these young ones looked the same
before they were born as they do now?
Let us find out.

REPRODUCTION IN ANIMALS

10

o

5

0854CH09

Table 4.1

Animal Young one

1. Human Baby

Cat

Dog

Butterfly

Hen Chick

Cow

N|o|o|r e

Frog

Just as in plants, there are two modes
by which animals reproduce. These are:
(i) Sexual reproduction, and
(ii) Asexual reproduction.

4.2 Sexual Reproduction

Try to recall reproduction in plants which
you studied in Class VII. You will
remember that plants that reproduce
sexually have male and female
reproductive parts. Can you name these
parts? In animals also, males and
females have different reproductive parts
or organs. Like plants, the reproductive
parts in animals also produce gametes
that fuse to form a zygote. It is the zygote
which develops into a new individual.
This type of reproduction beginning
from the fusion of male and female
gametes is called sexual reproduction.
Let us find out the reproductive parts
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in humans and study the process of
reproduction in them.

Male Reproductive Organs

The male reproductive organs include
a pair of testes (singular, testis), two
sperm ducts and a penis (Fig. 4.1). The
testes produce the male gametes called
sperms. Millions of sperms are
produced by the testes. Look at Fig. 4.2
which shows the picture of a sperm.
Though sperms are very small in size,
each has a head, a middle piece and a
tail. Does it appear to be a single cell?

Penis

Testis

Fig. 4.1: Male reproductive
organs in humans

Indeed, each sperm is a single cell with
all the usual cell components.

Head

Middle piece

Tail

Fig. 4.2 : Human sperm

What purpose does the
tail in a sperm serve?

Female Reproductive Organs

The female reproductive organs are a pair
of ovaries, oviducts (fallopian tubes) and
the uterus (Fig. 4.3). The ovary produces

Oviduct

Fig. 4.3 : Female reproductive organs in
humans
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female gametes called ova (eggs)
(Fig. 4.4). In human beings, a single
matured egg is released into the oviduct
by one of the ovaries every month.
Uterus is the part where development
of the baby takes place. Like the sperm,
an egg is also a single cell.

Nucleus

Boojho recalls that the size

of eggs in animals varies.

The egg may be very small

as in humans, much larger

as in hens. Ostrich egg is
the largest!

Fertilisation

The first step in the process of
reproduction is the fusion of a sperm
and an ovum. When sperms come in
contact with an egg, one of the sperms
may fuse with the egg. Such fusion of
the egg and the sperm is called
fertilisation (Fig. 4.5). During
fertilisation, the nuclei of the sperm and
the egg fuse to form a single nucleus.
This results in the formation of a
fertilised egg or zygote (Fig. 4.6). Did

Sperms

AN

@ D

Fig. 4.5 : Fertilisation

you know that the zygote is the

beginning of a new individual?

Fusing
nuclei

Fig. 4.6 : Zygote

The process of fertilisation is the
meeting of an egg cell from the mother
and a sperm cell from the father. So,
the new individual inherits some
characteristics from the mother and
some from the father. Look at your
brother or sister. See if you can recognise
some characters in them similar to those
of your mother or your father.

Fertilisation which takes place
inside the female body is called internal
fertilisation. Internal fertilisation
occurs in many animals including
humans, cows, dogs and hens.
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Have you heard of
test tube babies?

Boojho and Paheli’s teacher once told
them in the class that in some
women oviducts are blocked. These
women are unable to bear babies
because sperms cannot reach the egg
for fertilisation. In such cases,
doctors collect freshly released egg
and sperms and keep them together
for a few hours for IVF or in vitro
fertilisation (fertilisation outside the
body). In case fertilisation occurs,
the zygote is allowed to develop for
about a week and then it is placed in
the mother’s uterus. Complete
development takes place in the
uterus and the baby is born like any
other baby. Babies born through this
technique are called test-tube
babies. This term is actually
misleading because babies cannot
grow in test tubes.

You will be surprised to know that
in many animals fertilisation takes
place outside the body of the female.
In these animals, fertilisation takes
place in water. Let us find out how
this happens.

Activity 4.1

Visit some ponds or slow-flowing
streams during spring or rainy
season. Look out for clusters of
frog’s eggs floating in water.
Write down the colour and size of
the eggs.

During spring or rainy season, frogs
and toads move to ponds and slow-
flowing streams. When the male and
female come together in water, the

female lays hundreds of eggs. Unlike
hen’s egg, frog’s egg is not covered by
a shell and it is comparatively very
delicate. A layer of jelly holds the eggs
together and provides protection to the
eggs (Fig. 4.7).

Fig. 4.7 : Eggs of frog

As the eggs are laid, the male
deposits sperms over them. Each
sperm swims randomly in water with
the help of its long tail. The sperms
come in contact with the eggs. This
results in fertilisation. This type of
fertilisation in which the fusion of a
male and a female gamete takes place
outside the body of the female is called
external fertilisation. [t is very
common in aquatic animals such as
fish, starfish, etc.

Why do fish and
frogs lay eggs in
hundreds whereas a
hen lays only one
egg at a time?

90 | BioLoay

REPRODUCTION IN ANIMALS




85 eoss Bdo 19800 ot doe?

a8 B S5KBS® Pt Hbdsw Hirde
aargRyasnTren, 5058 Qodt & da arirsen
Lo oBRton  GoLraH) B, ©enHod
Qo&® HESeren wored) FESE Phero S
$0BESpSH asKE, © Qoo JoerstE)g
2838, BB TOSt Jden ©HPE
ABBTS oo, HESero 55‘3;:05‘
$0888e0 (IVF - In vitro fertilisation)
(¥880 IendHe SodESwo) 8L §°%
Koerearen O SoHTD. 28 DY HodEseasn
20A8, & Socing Hasnd a8 8o Sere
588 0fd BotdY), TV 8Y roydabos®
FEERETD. © 3D T BoTERS ©PHD
&9 ﬁcg%oﬁooeﬁs?é 230R, ©o%% BHHo errr
aQod. & DForr a2QodS 3HH B§
¢S Bhew @0, TRHOMP S BiSo HIY)
B3EYen X)ég TRES® DEHTER TS
BO00B.

SEBEERS DHRADO DW08, Teer o Hest
PodEsmo ) £ 5008 Jende wbirHBod.
BENS0B 22080’ HodEBe0 A wtrbod.
98 Jo° 2BIHEHOE" Sraro.

ée)éego 4.1

$08 2w Soo étél 20&HHS® BhHed
™ Sor Ixere (HHZrod Srendedd ™
K)oéégoiﬁo&. HoHeorre HBS® SDaimEr
€00 85 G08), 1058 Setsod. 19HE Bord Lo
HBETESND  SSeH Bohod.

$3508 20 Soo Eﬁt‘foQ a0 HS e, faN~tYen
Ehen Bhhen Sodakn Idybre B et
Somron, oK, w Egyeo DBEP SRS SOS3pto

S Hote T8 rHgd Nbte Bod. 88 Hrps®
et 85) HEH5 P oW ok, 8D H 5%
8" O Tree HYSPRG. a8 BY orod FE
HENOED O G0 HED BFes OB, (Hevo
4.7)

S0 4.7 §c§) ﬁuég 0P

oisSs) oty Do B Bowd, Wi L
BHEEerod womre D8 HSe Tlod. (B
BHEBeasin B3 LIS 8% $8cHo8® HBS ?05:15&(?
Sathzrom. H(EBeren Womrod BOSIPD Petisseso
23BrDHE0H. S8 AP HoBESL0SE HBR, @
0@l Dere Soond § £2 $5oed8 Jwde
2BHEo0d S°aaé§ AR eSS Pob880 wotrs.
Bhen, JSWE SEre o8 IO moHHest &
o“ac’g@ 08 Jgrdeaorr EQNN06.

&%& 2.8 0 a8 gele) 8B,
BHen, E)en Sodte Sa)
DG D0tHE DB ?

sodhHes’ HExsa [

éﬁm"go |91



Though these animals lay
hundreds of eggs and release
millions of sperms, all the eggs
do not get fertilised and develop

into new individuals.
This is because the eggs and
sperms get exposed to water
movement, wind and rainfall.

Also, there are other animals in

the pond which may feed
on eggs. Thus, production
of large number of eggs and
sperms is necessary to
ensure fertilisation
of at least
a few of them.

Uterus

Embed-

g é din g “//

How could a single cell
become such a big
individual?

Development of Embryo

Fertilisation results in the formation of
zygote which begins to develop into an
embryo [Fig. 4.8(a)]. The zygote divides
repeatedly to give rise to a ball of cells
[Fig. 4.8(b)]. The cells then begin to form
groups that develop into different
tissues and organs of the body. This
developing structure is termed an
embryo. The embryo gets embedded in
the wall of the uterus for further
development [Fig. 4.8(c)].

The embryo continues to develop in
the uterus. It gradually develops body

Zygote

(b)

embryo Uterus
Ovulation wall
(@)
Develop-
ing
embryo

Fig. 4.8 : (a) Zygote formation and development of an embryo from the zygote; (b) Ball of cells
(enlarged); (c) Embedding of the embryo in the uterus (enlarged)
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parts such as hands, legs, head, eyes,
ears etc. The stage of the embryo in
which all the body parts can be
identified is called a foetus (Fig. 4.9).
When the development of the foetus
is complete, the mother gives birth to
the baby.

Uterus

Fig. 4.9 : Foetus in the uterus

Internal fertilisation takes place in
hens also. But, do hens give birth to
babies like human beings and cows?
You know that they do not. Then, how
are chicks born? Let us find out.

Soon after fertilisation, the zygote
divides repeatedly and travels down the
oviduct. As it travels down, many
protective layers are formed around it.
The hard shell that you see in a hen’s
egg is one such protective layer.

After the hard shell is formed around
the developing embryo, the hen finally
lays the egg. The embryo takes about 3
weeks to develop into a chick. You must
have seen the hen sitting on the eggs
to provide sufficient warmth. Did you
know that development of the chick

takes place inside the egg shell during
this period? After the chick is completely
developed it bursts open the egg shell.

In animals which undergo external
fertilisation, development of the embryo
takes place outside the female body.
The embryos continue to grow within
their egg coverings. After the embryos
develop, the eggs hatch. You must have
seen numerous tadpoles swimming in
ponds and streams.

Viviparous and Oviparous Animals

We have learnt that some animals give
birth to young ones while some animals
lay eggs which later develop into young
ones. The animals which give birth to
young ones are called viviparous
animals. Those animals which lay eggs
are called oviparous animals. The
following activity will help you
understand better and differentiate
between viviparous and oviparous
animals.

Activity 4.2

Try to observe eggs of the following
organisms — frog, lizard, butterfly
or moth, hen and crow or any other
bird. Were you able to observe eggs
of all of them? Make drawings of
the eggs that you have observed.

The eggs of a few animals are easy
to observe because their mothers lay
them outside their bodies. These are
examples of oviparous animals. But you
would not be able to collect the eggs of
a dog, cow or cat. This is because they
do not lay eggs. The mother gives birth
to the young ones. These are examples
of viviparous animals.

94 | BioLogy

REPRODUCTION IN ANIMALS




BSoorr $68 grredd Seen, 58, do, 5Ly), BIew
0BrHIY @l 0B Sothzean. 388 grrrold)
$HBOBKONEIEY GOT 210 BED (Eeadn ot
(€00 4.9). (&Preasio @wé& @é’,)zée)fg PO S,
88 & BHIH &?6&20@0&.

$é0 4.9: f‘)’O‘;)%diJoés (gres0

%'s;%jé‘s Erme 0oS8 HObESE0 3iHEhod. 0,
SHododven, sHe I %8%9 BHHoBH &26&503_30‘@?
S8 D& Beodd. 00 °E1yen der wFean?
Hdo Bendooweo.

PBESE0 2B Boeid,KocH0E Deso BTVEFE
ez Bob, &) Doz 788 8od BHE (HATBL00.
oer 8008 (DAPHRYD, o ey o8 BB
Fben B yEEEow. P SR @&?ﬁég oo &0G
5E 0B wéndod TEE PSSt e 8.

@éﬁ)éa@ DoY) 20%s zﬁaéag ?ﬂ@ 0% NES
Soxd, DK 8, 18 HHB0B. HOLH gt
DY iyl BoLerIE 3 arTren HE&od. HESD
BRS0E BB EON0LOLD, B DK EPTH
BoKTRY ot K0T Goerdd. & SaDos® %
Fhe fade DB BorhBHOB N Bende?

582y Hrom ©)HY Tobd Soegd Kok
DIHOFEPE R 20508 SH08.

e HobESSINIE 6526&335 220809 SP,
20mdHB & £ THVE Jende wtidHCL. ©
20TPe DENDEL B0k S He S EJrHE08.
2)0Teen @éi)zée)g DoBK BTN, ©oTred SPLHEeaD
wdogrsiorT 8D Yo, srenBed® Sibdr
050 S D Goerd.

%%S@Qéé, @o&s@z)cﬁé 2200

§°Q) 20&Hen e BIr, Hd 5 230&Hen
1050 DG, TS ©2) Hyeorr ©ds FothEead
o550 IgBan. Hyo EF wodHHotd
%'586':)&53%» ®OtPS. K0 ?b% 2308805
©oiiTETee wotrd. & 8ob §Eso 38 T eeen
0860 WolfESsee b arre o oS,
& S0t JeTg BeDE TR BEEDHEHHOB.

ée)é%o 4.2

806 o HED HB8D0ToHH [Heh&oBos -
80), @9, deEEws T 8, &8, =8
Boe d asd DI g)éa&)&é% faSTatay) oo
$8800SKeTe? St HBED0DS rHEg D(BKen
AcHod.
5°) 89 er0drHen B worredn @ $0T°8
JenHe "‘oae(%céo JOd s 2osHO KoE
$588D0S5K0 oo, vd @oéi's@i)éé 23080H0’d
GIseSnen. 520 ©Y), 8 Sur 1Y Inderd T
[a¥lney DEBOLBE. JoBHRBH0E, @ LD LY.
& 220HIed 1Y) Botran. 5 3&TNHE eoBHHeD

STPEEeD.

sodped’ HEE e |

ééfaa"go | 95)



Can you now give some more
examples of viviparous and oviparous
animals?

Young Ones to Adults

The new individuals which are born or
hatched from the eggs continue to grow
till they become adults. In some
animals, the young ones may look very
different from the adults. Recall the life
cycle of the silkworm (egg — larva or
caterpillar — pupa — adult) you studied
in Class VII. Frog is another such
example (Fig. 4.10).

Observe the different stages of frog
starting from the egg to the adult stage.
We find that there are three distinct
stages, that is, egg — tadpole (larva) —
adult. Don’t the tadpoles look so
different from the adults? Can you
imagine that these tadpoles would some
day become frogs? Similarly, the
caterpillar or the pupa of silkworm looks
very different from the adult moth. The

(d) Adult
Jrog

features that are present in the adult are
not found in these young ones. Then
what happens to the tadpoles or
caterpillars thereafter?

You must have seen a beautiful moth
emerging out of the cocoon. In the case
of tadpoles, they transform into adults
capable of jumping and swimming. The
transformation of the larva into an adult
through drastic changes is called
metamorphosis. What about the
changes that we observe in our body as
we grow? Do you think we too undergo
metamorphosis? In human beings, body
parts similar to those present in the
adults are present from the time of birth.

4.3 Asexual Reproduction

So far, we have learnt about
reproduction in some familiar animals.
But what about very small animals like
hydra and microscopic organisms like
amoeba? Do you know how they
reproduce? Let us find out.

T e

(b) Early tadpole

(c) Late tadpole !

Fig. 4.10 : Life cycle of frog
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Activity 4.3

Get permanent slides of
hydra. Observe them using
hand lens or a microscope.
Look out for any bulges
from the parent body.
Count the number of
bulges that you see in
different slides. Also, note
the size of the bulges. Draw
the diagram of hydra, as
you see it. Compare it with
the Fig. 4.11.

In each hydra, there may be one or
more bulges. These bulges are the
developing new individuals and they are
called buds. Recall the presence of buds
in yeast. In hydra too the new individuals
develop as outgrowths from a single
parent. This type of reproduction in
which only a single parent is involved is
called asexual reproduction. Since new
individuals develop from the buds in
hydra, this type of asexual reproduction
is called budding. (b)

Another method of asexual
reproduction is observed in the
microscopic organism, amoeba. Let us
see how this happens.

You have already learnt about the
structure of amoeba. You will recall that
amoeba is a single-celled organism
[Fig. 4.12(a)]. It begins the process of
reproduction by the division of its
nucleus into two nuclei [Fig. 4.12(b)].
This is followed by division of its body
into two, each part receiving a nucleus
[Fig. 4.12(c)]. Finally, two amoebae are
produced from one parent amoeba (d
[Fig. 4.12(d)]. This type of asexual

Dividing nucleus

()

Daughter amoe-
bae

Fig. 4.12 : Binary fission in Amoeba
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reproduction in which an animal there are other methods by which a
reproduces by dividing into two single parent reproduces young ones.
individuals is called binary fission. You will study about these in your
Apart from budding and binary fission,  higher classes.

Story of Dolly, the Clone

Cloning is the production of an exact copy of a cell, any other living part, or a
complete organism. Cloning of an animal was successfully performed for the first
time by Ian Wilmut and his colleagues at the Roslin Institute in Edinburgh,
Scotland. They successfully cloned a sheep named Dolly [Fig. 4.13 (c)]. Dolly was
born on 5% July 1996 and was the first mammal to be cloned.

fr==}
*
/5 B

(a) Finn Dorsett sheep  (b) Scottish blackface ewe (c) Dolly

Fig. 4.13

During the process of cloning Dolly, a cell was collected from the mammary
gland of a female Finn Dorsett sheep [Fig. 4.13 (a)]. Simultaneously, an egg was
obtained from a Scottish blackface ewe [Fig. 4.13 (b)]. The nucleus was removed
from the egg. Then, the nucleus of the mammary gland cell from the Finn Dorsett
sheep was inserted into the egg of the Scottish blackface ewe whose nucleus had
been removed. The egg thus produced was implanted into the Scottish blackface
ewe. Development of this egg followed normally and finally Dolly was born. Though
Dolly was given birth by the Scottish blackface ewe, it was found to be absolutely
identical to the Finn Dorsett sheep from which the nucleus was taken. Since the
nucleus from the egg of the Scottish blackface ewe was removed, Dolly did not
show any character of the Scottish blackface ewe. Dolly was a healthy clone of
the Finn Dorsett sheep and produced several offspring of her own through normal
sexual means. Unfortunately, Dolly died on 14™ February 2003 due to a certain
lung disease.

Since Dolly, several attempts have been made to produce cloned mammals.
However, many die before birth or die soon after birth. The cloned animals are
many-a-times found to be born with severe abnormalities.
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KEYWORDS
ASEXUAL
REPRODUCTION

BINARY FISSION
BUDDING

EGGS

EMBRYO

EXTERNAL
FERTILISATION

FERTILISATION
FOETUS

INTERNAL
FERTILISATION

METAMORPHOSIS
OVIPAROUS ANIMALS

SEXUAL
REPRODUCTION

SPERMS
VIVIPAROUS ANIMALS

ZYGOTE

WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

=

There are two modes by which animals
reproduce. These are: (i) Sexual reproduction,
and (ii) Asexual reproduction.

Reproduction resulting from the fusion of male
and female gametes is called sexual
reproduction.

The reproductive organs in the female include
ovaries, oviducts and uterus.

The reproductive organs in male include
testes, sperm ducts and penis.

The ovary produces female gametes called ova
and the testes produce male gametes called
sperms.

The fusion of ovum and sperm is called fertilisation.
The fertilised egg is called a zygote.

Fertilisation that takes place inside the female
body is called internal fertilisation. This is
observed in human beings and other animals
such as hens, cows and dogs.

Fertilisation that takes place outside the
female body is called external fertilisation. This
is observed in frogs, fish, starfish, etc.

The zygote divides repeatedly to give rise to an
embryo.

The embryo gets embedded in the wall of the
uterus for further development.

The stage of the embryo in which all the body
parts are identifiable is called foetus.
Animals such as human beings, cows and dogs
which give birth to young ones are called
viviparous animals.

Animals such as hen, frog, lizard and butterfly
which lay eggs are called oviparous animals.
The transformation of the larva into adult
through drastic changes is called
metamorphosis.

The type of reproduction in which only a single
parent is involved is called asexual
reproduction.

In hydra, new individuals develop from buds.
This method of asexual reproduction is called
budding.

Amoeba reproduces by dividing itself into two.
This type of asexual reproduction is called

binary fission.
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Exercises

Explain the importance of reproduction in organisms.
Describe the process of fertilisation in human beings.
Choose the most appropriate answer.
(a) Internal fertilisation occurs

(i

) in female body.

(ii) outside female body.
)
)

(iii) in male body.

(iv) outside male body.
(b) A tadpole develops into an adult frog by the process of

(i) fertilisation (ii) metamorphosis (iii) embedding (iv) budding
(c) The number of nuclei present in a zygote is

(i) none (ii) one (iii) two (iv) four
Indicate whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F).
(a) Oviparous animals give birth to young ones.
(b) Each sperm is a single cell.
(c) External fertilisation takes place in frog.
(d A new human individual develops from a cell called gamete.
() Egg laid after fertilisation is made up of a single cell.
(f) Amoeba reproduces by budding.
(g) Fertilisation is necessary even in asexual reproduction.

(h) Binary fission is a method of asexual reproduction.

(i) A zygote is formed as a result of fertilisation.

—_— o~~~ o~ -
—_— — = = e e e ~— o~

() An embryo is made up of a single cell.
Give two differences between a zygote and a foetus.

Define asexual reproduction. Describe two methods of asexual
reproduction in animals.

In which female reproductive organ does the embryo get embedded?
What is metamorphosis? Give examples.

Differentiate between internal fertilisation and external fertilisation.
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EXERCISES

10. Complete the crossword puzzle using the hints given below.

Across
1. The process of the fusion of the gametes.
6. The type of fertilisation in hen.
7. The term used for bulges observed on the sides of the body of hydra.
8. Eggs are produced here.
Down
2. Sperms are produced in these male reproductive organs.
3. Another term for in vitro fertilisation.
4. These animals lay eggs.
S. A type of fission in amoeba.

lF 27 SI 45

5B
61
7B
80

Visit a poultry farm. Talk to the manager of the farm and try to

find out the answers to the following.

(a) What are layers and broilers in a poultry farm?
Do hens lay unfertilised eggs?
How can you obtain fertilised and unfertilised eggs?

(c
(d) Are the eggs that we get in the stores fertilised or
unfertilised?

(e) Can you consume fertilised eggs?

(f) Is there any difference in the nutritional value of fertilised

and unfertilised eggs?
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2. Observe live hydra yourself and learn how they reproduce by doing
the following activity:

During the summer months collect water weeds from ponds or
ditches along with the pond water and put them in a glass jar. After
a day or so you may see several hydra clinging to the sides of the jar.

Hydra is transparent, jelly-like and with tentacles. It clings to the
jar with the base of its body. If the jar is shaken, the hydra will
contract instantly into a small blob, at the same time drawing its
tentacles in.

Now take out few hydras from the jar and put them on a watch
glass. Using a hand lens or a binocular or dissection microscope,
observe the changes that are taking place in their body. Note down
your observations.

3. The eggs we get from the market are generally the unfertilised ones.
In case you wish to observe a developing chick embryo, get a fertilised
egg from the poultry or hatchery which has been incubated for 36
hours or more. You may then be able to see a white disc-like structure
on the yolk. This is the developing embryo. Sometimes if the heart
and blood vessels have developed you may even see a red spot.

4. Talk to a doctor. Find out how twinning occurs. Look for any twins
in your neighbourhood, or among your friends. Find out if the twins
are identical or non-identical. Also find out why identical twins
are always of the same sex? If you know of any story about twins,
write it in your own words.

For more information on animal reproduction, you can visit :
e www.saburchill.com
e www.teenshealth.org/teen/sexual-health

p Did You Know? N

An interesting organisation is observed in a honey bee hive, a colony of
several thousand bees. Only one bee in the colony lays eggs. This bee is
called the queen bee. All other female bees are worker bees. Their main job
is to build the hive, look after the young and feed the queen bee adequately
to keep her healthy so that she can lay eggs. A queen bee lays thousands of
eggs. The fertilised eggs hatch into females, while the unfertilised eggs give
rise to males, called drones. It is the job of the worker bees to maintain the
temperature of the hive at around 35°C to incubate the eggs.
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Agricultural Practices
Algae

Animal Husbandry
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Asexual Reproduction

B

Bacteria
Binary Fission
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Eggs
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Internal Fertilisation
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s Did You Know? N

Vermicomposting
Vermicomposting is a process in which the red worms (a type of earthworms) convert the organic
wastes into manure which is rich in nutrients for plant growth.
Process of Vermicomposting:
1) Dig a pit of about 30 cm depth or keep a wooden box at a place, which is neither too hot nor too cool.
2) Spread a net or chicken mesh on the bottom of the pit or the box.
3) Spread some vegetable wastes, peels of fruits, pieces of dried, stalks of plants, husk, dried animal
dung, pieces of newspaper over the net.
4) Sprinkle some water to make this layer wet.
5) Keep this layer loose. So that it has sufficient air and moisture.
6) Now release some red worms in the pit/box.
7) Cover pit/box loosely with a gunny bag.
8) Once in a few days, gently mix and move the top layers of pit/box.
9) Powdered egg shells should be mixed with the wastes to help redworms in grinding their food.
10) Observe the contents of the pit carefully after 3-4 weeks.
11) You will see loose, soil like material in the pit/box. It is the vermicompost which is ready to use.
Advantages of Vermicompost: Vermicompost
a) imporves the physical stucture of the soil.
b) increases the fertility and water retaining capacity of the soil.
c) helps in germination, plant growth and better crop yield.
d) nurtures soil with plant growth hormones, such as auxins, gibberellin etc.
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Class VIII (Biology)

Suggested Pedagogical Processes Learning Outcomes

The learner is to be provided with
opportunities in pairs/groups/ individually

an inclusive setup and encouraged to —
explore surroundings, natural processes,
phenomena using senses viz. seeing,
touching, tasting, smelling, hearing.

pose questions and find answers through
reflection, discussion, designing and
performing appropriate activities, role plays,
debates, use of ICT, etc.

record the observations during the activity,
experiments, surveys, field trips, etc.

analyse recorded data, interpret results and
draw inference/ make generalisations and
share findings with peers and adults
exhibit creativity presenting novel ideas,
new designs/patterns, improvisation, etc.
internalise, acquire and appreciate values
such as cooperation, collaboration, honest
reporting, judicious use of resources, etc

The learner —

differentiates materials and organisms,
such as, natural and human made fibres;
contact and non-contact forces; liquids as
electrical conductors and insulators; plant
and animal cells; viviparous and oviparous
animals, on the basis of their properties,
structure and functions.

classifies materials and organisms based on
properties/ characteristics, e.g., metals and
non metals; kharif and rabi crops; useful

and harmful microorganisms; sexual and
asexual reproduction; celestial objects;
exhaustible and inexhaustible natural

resources, etc.

conducts simple investigations to seek
answers to queries, e.g., What are the
conditions required for combustion? Why
do we add salt and sugar in pickles and
murabbas? Do liquids exert equal pressure
at the same depth?

relates processes and phenomenon with
causes, e.g., smog formation with the
presence of pollutants in air; deterioration
of monuments with acid rain, etc.

explains processes and phenomenon,
e.g., reproduction in human and animals;
production and propagation of sound;
chemical effects of electric current; formation
of multiple images; structure of flame, etc.

writes word equation for chemical reactions,
e.g., reactions of metals and non-metals
with air, water and acids, etc.

measures angles of incidence and reflection,
etc.

prepares slides of microorganisms; onion
peel, human cheek cells, etc., and describes
their microscopic features

draws labelled diagram/ flow charts, e.g.,
structure of cell, eye, human reproductive
organs; experimental set ups, etc.

constructs models using materials from
surroundings and explains their working,
e.g., ektara, electroscope, fire extinguisher,
etc.

Learning Outcomes at the Elementary Stage
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® applies learning of scientific concepts in day-
to-day life, e.g., purifying water; segregating
biodegradable and non-biodegradable
wastes; increasing crop production;using
appropriate metals and non-metals for
various purposes; increasing/ reducing
friction; challenging myths and taboos
regarding adolescence, etc.

e discusses and appreciates stories of
scientific discoveries

e makes efforts to protect environment,
e.g., using resources judiciously; making
controlled use of fertilisers and pesticides;
suggesting ways to cope with environmental
hazards, etc.

* exhibits creativity in designing, planning,
making use of available resources, etc.

* exhibits values of honesty, objectivity,
cooperation, freedom from fear and
prejudices

For Children With Special Needs (EVS and Science)

In learning EVS and Science, some students may require
support with mobility or manipulation skills to participate in
experiments or other hands on activities being performed both
indoors and outdoors. Students can benefit from adapted or
alternative activities, adapted equipment, the use of ICT, adult
or peer support, additional time, and support in lessons that
may not be accessible to them because of their impairment.
Additional care may be taken for some specific needs as
mentioned below.

For Visually Impaired children

e Abstract and difficult concepts
e Experiments, especially that involve physical safety
e Requirement of more time

e Understanding visual inputs like chalkboard, demonstra-
tions, presentations graphics and diagrams, etc.

For Hearing Impaired children

¢ Understanding abstract words and the connections between
abstract concepts, knowledge, ideas; (science concepts like
photosynthesis, habitat, microorganisms, etc. are difficult for
these children to understand without visual representations.)

e Conducting experiments

e Solving problems that involve more than one dimension;
For example, comparing objects on the basis of multiple

Learning Outcomes in Science — Upper Primary Stage
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dimensions like number, size, shape, colour may be difficult
as compared to single dimension like size only

For Children with Cognitive Impairments, Intellectual
Disability
e Understanding the technical language of Science

e Drawing meaningful linkages/relationships between
concepts (for example, between pressure and force)

e Planning, organising, sequencing and generalising
e Understanding abstract concepts
e Conducting or handling science experiments.

116 Learning Outcomes at the Elementary Stage
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Fundamental duties: It shall be the duty of every citizen of India-

(a) toabide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the National Flag and the National
Anthem;

(b) tocherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for freedom;

(c) touphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India;

(d) todefend the country and render national service when called upon to do so;

(e) to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of India
transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities; to renounce practices derogatory
to the dignity of women;

(f)  tovalue and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture;

(g) toprotect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wild life, and to
have compassion for living creatures;

(h) todevelop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform;

(i)  tosafeguard public property and to abjure violence.

() tostrive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity so that the nation
constantly rises to higher levels of endeavour and achievement;

(k)  whois aparent or guardian, to provide opportunities for education to his child or, as the case may
be ward between the age of six and fourteen years;

- Constitution of India,
K Part IV A (Article 51 A)J
( Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009 \

The RTE Act provides for the right of children to free and Compulsory Education to every child in the

age group of 6 — 14 years which came into force from 1% April 2010 in Andhra Pradesh.

Important provisions of RTE Act

Ensure availability of schools within the reach of the children.

Improve School infrastructure facilities.

Enroll children in the class appropriate to his / her age.

Children have aright to receive special training in order to be at par with other children.

Providing appropriate facilities for the education of children with special needs on par with other children.

No child shall be liable to pay any kind of fee or charges or expenses which may prevent him or her from

pursuing and completing the elementary education. No test for admitting the children in schools.

* Noremoval of name and repetition of the child in the same class.

* No child admitted in a school shall be held back in any class or expel from school till the completion of
elementary education.

* Nochild shall be subjected to physical punishment or mental harassment.

* Admission shall not be denied or delayed on the ground that the transfer and other certificates have not
been provided on time.

 Eligible candidates alone shall be appointed as teachers.

* The teaching learning process and evaluation procedures shall promote achievement of appropriate
competencies.

* No board examinations shall be conducted to the children till the completion of elementary education.

Children can continue in the schools even after 14 years until completion of elementary education.

* No discrimination and related practices towards children belonging to backward and marginalized
communities.

* The curriculum and evaluation procedures must be in conformity with the values enshrined in the constitution

K and make the child free of fear and anxiety and help the child to express views freely. j
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